
COMMITTEE OF PRIVY COUNCIL FOR TRADE, &c. 

employed, it has failed, and a5 the questiun is une which invulves the public safety, 
present system calls for at least serious consideration if not revision. 

I &c" 
GEO. WYNNE, 

Capt. Royal Enginee'rll. 
Captain Simm07ls, R.B., 

~c, ~c, 

llailtm:zy Deptlrtmtmty Boai'd of Trade, 
SEE" YYhit;E&!ui;ll, J;E&7:!e 28, 1852" 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Pri vy Council for Trade to transmit 
to !:!:{Su a {y?SPV a ha;E&;E& rec?7:ived office? a.ppointed theltnto in~ 
qutte into iIJld r~port upon the accident wInch occurred Oil the Shropshire n.ion Railway 
on the 28th May, and request that you will bring to the earnest attention of the Directors 
th+s ifshsel¥lsi,ioD/¥ sS4lntairg,d thTsTcin resps",ct in the of mSSSf emplifsyed 
the locomotive establishment. 

I have, &c. 
Tlk¥ 8ecr¥fI7£ry of fhe J" A" YIMMO:f~S, 

'London and North Western Railway Company. Capt. Royal Engineers. 
I 

L07U!/ftr£ andlVorti£ !Vesi¥¥?k RailssSay, Yis'neral zVanZ4"per's 
SIR, . Euston Station, Julg 23, 1852. . 

IN reference to your letter of .. the 28th of .J une last, I beg to enclose you c.opy of 
a :z"inute the Inz:omnfl:rrze snFH~omknittee the y;:.lth in£:t:mt. 

I have, &c. 
(J.;'4ptain Simmo'!1."~S R.R·s MARK Hm:SH. 

t,· 

LOINI1,O:fi .ANn NORnE W.B::fTER:r:y HAII,EAY. 

Ertractfrom the Mi7IUtes of the Locomotive Sub-Committee, Liverpool, July l3tlt 1852. 

P...:EAD the report of the Goyernment Inspecwr to Board of Trade, on the 
accident upon the Shropshire Union Railway, on the 29th day of May. 

went: of that the vf'hu;',ble £EggeBtions (Lontaintt'd the,::;:n wern 
entitled to, nnd should have, every attention, particularly that wherein it is recommended 
that no l'!"i!ponsihle man in the locomotive department should ]e.a.ve hiB P08t until relieved 
by :moth<.:t; and Mr. WtLt instn£Lcted see that f(teeman fErry Uilt thit 
order. 

ApPENDIX No" 55" 

SOUTH EASTERN RAITWAYi 

llailu:ay Department, Board of Trade, 
SIR, White/Zall, March 12, 1852. 

I EAVE honour ;E&cqu;:int yn:ls for of of 
mittee of Privy Council for Trade, that I have inquired into an accident that occurred on 
the 31st Decemher at the Bricklayers Arms stz'ltion of the South Eastern Railway, OC'l'l~ 
sionnd by the t£;wLtder of kiD h£1:Tzing 1::':£7:n thrown the in through a pf:ir 
of facing points. 

The f,~'!!"win't "re circmostano;E&21 the OCCm"S"ed • 

At th~"':Brickiayers is, rms <;t.ation there IS but one platform for "'~;rivi~g and departing 
trains, which is on the down line, the up trains therefore have to pass on to the down line 
to ;E&t2ach platt~)rm. [:nd is e:ffi£(~ted men,n.s of thronyh cr:::t.Bing ll<:twe€~n the 
add down line!! about a quarter of a mile from the station; a train coming on to the down line 
immediately after' passing through t.he crossing encount.ers a p!lir of f'wing points leading 
1<" en";"e aDtLf "t a yaszLfz farzhar on set PO;dZl lea.'·::'lg tn a 
siding; tr~as at the flr;t-named p~i~ts th;; the accident occurred. '''' 'S" ". 

All arrinal trksins up th::: 81tatie::f1 platform fnithou!. their and' corz:rr:rr:rr-
quenee tb", engille .ita tender is det:i8.:;;;hed from rest of the train a short disUille~ 
from the through crossing on the up line; it is therefore necesSary in order that the engine 
mny get :.:@0Jar of the e::rriagt:t that it .. p8£:t the and t4kke fat.;itr:g 
points at a higher speed than under ordinary circumstances wuuld done; at the second 
pair of facing points the engine leaves the main line. 

On thn ~iUZl of" the &>:":::lent eUihz:.e W7;E&7 detanhed i4k yhe UE3U31 mnnuer, Htd 

Appendix 54. 

Shropshire Union 
!:!:ailw;E&Y, 

South Eastern 
Raihv~y. 

pa!!8ing '.through the' {irst set of' points the driver saYl5he felt the pOints spring, and imme-

:~~~~e~~h!ht~~:[~:~n~~f~r wf'~::y~h~o rnilg.~:'l was thc~':r7~::~t !:~~.rol:i:~~~,a~::~:!::>t~~ 
g4 
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'''1?1?'1!uubs 1?~v. 5?hpTeSSSSI1t 0. collisio:n, the ongiuo beinj? almo;st imm;sdiatdj? up tbo resis?oI1ce 
the tender, the leading carriage struck with its butlers the engine, at the same time slightly 
grazing the side of the tender which ,~as entirely off the rails, the treiling wheels of the 
engi:ne WE??',; likewise drm??n oil' the rails. 

ACClDl',STS. 

South Eastern 
Uniiway. 

The switches, which were down at the time of the accident, had been remoyed, and a 
new pair the same p;:,ttern ; the ohl :nnes ,acre pointed Gnt to me, thett 
bOl'C HO marks that would indicate the cause of the accident; the inner face er each joint 
chnir wa..o;; uroken off, and the switch which stands open had the appearance of having 
receieed a blow about one frorn the 

There is no class of accident to which it more difficult to assign an adequate cause for 
the effect than those connected with trains leaving the rails, because the marks left on the 
mile and arc speedilf oblitrrate<l; £md sen,,,nts the Cnmpanb whz> 
first reach the spot after an accident are necessarily more engaged in putting matters to 

~~~li~,~h:: in ~:~,i;:8 ~~0;:veftig:~em+tio:li8C~e:!::~:~!rod~~!,jt~:~~~~:ll~~~!~ c~~::::~ 
bu!'~ith regard to this accident. on which I ~m. reportiD~, I ~a';e learn~~ froni' the offi~~ 
and s;erVIHLt3 of Cornpany that desel'iptlOl1 of points In use Of; tEllS of !inn 
have, under the vressure produced by hea\'] engines passing over them, a tendency to 
IIpring or open at their extremities. After repeated observations of every class of engine 
pap,s;"±g ov+'r the points was ]lot to detect this but was 1'0 pGsitivelf 
stated to me that I cannot doubt the fa~t. It has long been k?own that all s',"ltc.he8 ~nder 
henvy prestlnre hn,:c a.~end~ncy to sprmg, ~!:d to counte~ct It H:OPS ~r pr~~ectmg J~leCe!! 
Ilre ''''lde to tRie Sld'[iO of whi>'i> hai>f' il bp'H'ing ff"imst fPLC rof'[ on'fi>lch 
clos~'~: and if thes~'arei~~ sufficient Dumbe~'it~ is not ea8y';0 c~~c~ive h~w ;~~h acti~n can 
takf' place, The of the in Hne on the Bt'lckhfrers hr£fDch but, 
ten fect in length, and Ill'e constmctcd to werk on. east iren plutes 8m:lfLewho.t longer, 
on which eight chairs are cast, to each of which the outside ruil is secured; the switch is 
proeided with the rtop'" hav+, but the}'£' £Are two whieh llre fool:, 
apart commencing from the joint; in the remaining length therefore of eight feet there may be 
room for the springing which it is stated takes place, and the introquction of an additional stop 
might overcome this hut I not think would be pc,zdent trUf>[, to tbr aloD±; 
when the effectual remedy l'uggests itself of immovably fixing the switch handle by means 

f:~!l pi~~~~~e c~':;:zil~g n~~tb~hi=t~l~~~~r::i~~t !It the pninh1 ¥:~e~~±!1-~a:~~~;e:i ~~,~~;~r\.! am 

shed to which they lead is not very frequent, and there is a man always close by attending 
to £let ofpoint£l facing poinif> in tb, vieinity of ,\ terminal "t"tion f,re un~ 
avoidable, and so drCUin8tanced arc leSS objectionable than el;lewhere a8 the trains neces­
sarily proceed at low speeds, but at the points in question the mnnreuvre of detaching the 
train a fomewhlk£: higher ..... th:w L;rdin£Ai>Y, an±! comLL>L\uentlg some fUlthr," pre­
cautions are raIled for. At the second set of points the switchman should be directed, after 

}::t~~fu~~~zt~!~~'~;k!~!Otl:~I.~~ ~~;~r;. to throw his w~ight on the switch handle which would 

I would, in conclu~ion, observe that though in comparison to the number of trains which 

~~:~rn~; thr~~N~i~~ti~g ~~~~~t8t!h:e~~:~;~ent53 tha~~J~~r ;~;ge~t that trifling, ;~e; 
ciple is not so safe a one as at ita first introduction it was thought to be, and it may be 

wb!.±her modiflli!cd of priodple not 
be desirable. 

Captain Simmons, R.E., 
t c, 

SIR, 

I affij &c. 
GEO. WYNNE, 

Capt, l10yd ElIgifr2rErI. 

iIlaiirv£4,h DepLi>?'tmentL Boa"g of 7 Ln&ie, 
WltiMlOll, lylarch 15, 1852. 

I A1>! direeted by the Lords of t1-e Committee of Privy Council for Trade to 
tran53mit vou, th<; iufOflmktion the iIlireetn53s of Ef>,ftern H.H,ilwlin Com~ 
pany, a copy of the report that has been received from the officer appointed by thei~ Lord­
shil'''' to inquire the ('irCllmLitan('{'53 attending aceidfmt ocenrred ill' th±i Brick­
lay,""" Arm" station. 

My Lords direct me to request that you will cnll to the attention of the Directors the 
sugh!0stion in th!' ceport ifS to the prizH'iple not heinh Buffinlent 
secure at all times their proper action, and consequently the snfety of the trains that pass 
over them, 

thif> f>ubje;,skmy lLords v{{,uld glad reeL':, e a~ :: obs,'~ ~atio, ~ the % ~ ,mpa::g maj? 
have to offer, and especially as to whether some mode of securing the points supplemental 
to in of self~""ting in limited ca;>·",;s of t,mih points as ",,,,cur main 
line~, and .. re Bet to face or meet the traffic, would not be adopted with adVl!.il~e. 

I h.·we, &c. 
Tlw SecnKL8ry tilt! J. A. hIMMottE3, 

Soutl, Ea.tern Railway Company. Capt. Royal Enginet!rl. 
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