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APPENDIX TO REPORT OF THE LORDS OF THE [1852. 

.l\.PPEimIX 

YORK AND NORTH MIDLAND RAILWAY. 

My LORD, Bueh(4,ZiC1n, GI£4sgouP j July j 1852, 
I THINK it my duty to·call !our attention to an accident which occurred on the 

urthen± Railnay tu a trniu m I ,yas lili pa.sset!2er, whid! WI\f± a !ltttr)13t 

frightful and danger-ous nature, a.lthough from the fortunate and wonderful circumstance 
that none of the passengers were seriously hurt the attention of the public and the Board 

Tradu is not likelv to be uyJled it. 
The accident took place upon a bridge and viaduct, about two miles north of the Knot-

tingley station! on the 14th of this month, to expl"egg tr::'~n from Lonrlon, anrl WIul 00-

YYii,ionezl by this exprc4lSs truiii meeth4g anh runiiing btii another t:tPPHt COJfY4jZlg hlS the 
opposite di:ection. ..• . •.. • n.' •• • 

in ~:'iis~~:f;:~pa.~h:~Y:h~ ~;iJ:hlSYYdh~~t;:~,t;~~ tl~~~~~;ip:~~: guing on il~hi;~vi~~Yili: 
rest behind. Had those trucks consisted of passenger carriages the probability is that every 
pf£4sengyr in thnn wndd hayr been hilled, ;md nytwithstYIldinti the vif]l,~nt 4hock tf] Gur 
and which in most similar instances has been productive of great loss of life, no passenger 
in our train wa.~ seriously hurt. Had any of our carriages heen thrown off the line they 
limst hiPiP!c3 faHiPli over viaduct mure thne forty feet High. 

The accident arose from the practice of, at this point, making both the up and down trains 
upon the same and from aume mistaku uf tbu aigW'Ja the two trains ~rili}u in 

; rCiPBon of must pmetioe is. that bridge is oump04rd of two 
t.ubes for the two lines of rails, one of which has been approved of by the Government 

but c0114idere±1 c30 tn] nanow, conre'luently daohcrou4, that 
(Jovermnent Engineer has refused to sanction the second. It would appear as if he had 
made a 2:reat mistake as re2:ards the first. and has expected, bv refusing to sanction the 
aaa""",,, tlLat tb Compcmy win be to altrr botP ~tubcr, Thi4 the l:umpuGd refw2ud 
to do, alleging that the fault lies with the Government Engineer, who sanctioned the first, 
nml to ";',h~lll the plans we~e SI! bmitted, and that the! a,;c not to be put to so~rcat un expense 

rebmi(iIDg In eonsc!luence the zHlstaee or of tne 
Engineer. The Government, or at least the Engineer, cannot, it appears, shut up the first-
mede tehe, and oonsequentlp eannot stop tnl,ffie on lino, whirh would be thr effectual 
means forcing the Company to alter the bridge, he "huts lip the "ccond line, zmd 
consequently e?,poses the 'public to t~e dan~er of such a collision as has ~aJ>pencd. . ~ 

I umlrrstanP that IS mJt tIlt! tarst *e4J:J.dent that oC<±4!Jn'ed, ltud It XJ thut it 
is impossible to work the line in Hns state without the chance of such accidents. The spot 
~s p~cu~inrly .dan~er~us as it is not at a sta~ion, and it i~ evident that the trains are in the 
P[£Dlt of passmg It WltPoUt Ci7V!m tb~! prec±±rutJon slack!i7mng sp!~ed. 

Supposing. therefore, that if thc practice continues, much more stringent regulations 
ghould be enf:erced, hut I Jook thi~ fctate of thingg as ~moh as that dlliooing the selliel1 

Parliffment H!eanS !!hould Im.ve tah!4n to U!fttlC H±l,3 que4tion an of'I'urliameot 
if the Government hnd no power to arran!!e it. 

If the statement which' 1 make is cor~ect, both parties, the Railway Directors and the 
Government Inspector! are to blame, but it is the duty of the Government to see that the 

not sud! dang£'±±s ari±0iu!g fro!o a scp".bbk betweeu a I'omli"uoY' 
and a Government officer. 

I trr~' tha.l. ~~our will cc£mse inqZ4iry to circo:m-
t3tance:~ild th: imme'd.iate c",use the accident. but thc whole matter as aftects the 
state of the line at that point, and endeavour to remedy so dangerous a state of things. 

"m, 
The Lord Golelte8ter. MON'fRosE. 

Railzo£lY D±±44art1fr2ri£t, Brrerd of Trati±±, 
SIR, Whitehall, July 21, 1852. ~ 

I .All directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to infol'JI1 
thrr. it hnoit:ag rer±±~ci~ted them fhat eollisiGn of oery 2eriouB rlthoebb. 

unattended with serious personal injury to any of the pas:oengen.o, had occurred on the Knot­
t.ingley hrandt of the York Bnd North Midland Railway on the 14th instant, my Lords 
h£ive 1VdZ4ne, t1Se inquirr into ciroUIDsUtnees which att4.'Elded 

I have, &c. 
Tlae Si,~oc!taT!f J. A. Snmm.rs, 

and J.hlidlai2d Railway R'i.!liil Er&!lhneerJ., 
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RaillDay Department, Board of Trade, 
Sm; IYhit:dzaZl, Jidy 28, 1852, 

. I HAVE, t,he h,onou~ to acqu~int you, for t~e i~formation o~" t!lC ~ords of th~ 
CO?1nlllttee of Ptrry C'luuClI Tr?s?]t?, th"t I hauu lDQtHk'cd a eoLIISlon tklat £?teurreLI 
on the Knottingley branch of the York and North Midland Railway at the south entrance 
of the Brotherton tube on the 14th instant, and I have to rcport the following particulars. 

ou arr awart' that there at pa'l'rent bnt one tube ?'pcllcd, which only ""tries singk 
line of rails across the river Aire, the traffic of the double line has therefore ut this point to 
be OVOr El single line, To eondv?et the traffic safety und'''r ~1Ueh ciremndtan£'ef! is lin 
opt;r,,,tion which r('quirt?s extreiue care; as the least omissie?£ in putting on the proper ijiglli?l 
might cause a fearful collision from trains proceeding in opposite dircction:;t; the usulII practice 
whitr'h has - ted nuder cirtr?tlmSL¥tnCes i", in addition the app"int 0:7&,' 

man (usually call a ti'avelling porter) whose duty it is to accompany every ttain over the 
single portion of the line. it being a positive instruction to the drivcl's not to pass thc points 
leadi'Ag inl{, the li'At, unlere IlC(Clk%%Apanir:d by taH:h p<>tter; ClA,{:h an "c:raDh;'men± H,ndee, 
collision impossible. "When tIie Knottingley branch was fir:!t opened there was 'a fl.ingle line of 
way over the river Aire on a temporary bridge; the tubes being tben in progre~'1 of construc~ 
tio'A, the cnZA3ent the Connninsiont't01 to opening of lint: was !'Z' hject 
the adoption of a travelling porter over the single line. 'When the first tube wus opened no 
sue!: iltiplihtion w::s m,de, Ili> Wllfi rzated If I me hy tht, offiCi'"~ of Company th,\t th,> 
temporary line wuuld kept avaibble, ,,0 as tu ha\"u two lincs ,",,:mss the river; the 
Company have, however, ceased to use the temporary line, and al:;to dispensed with the 
troxt'Hing :cnd hXi:ce adnp&ed arra"pement of sipnals, prinz':ple which "t fir,t 
sight appeal"t! to give th~ llecc8Sary security, but it is deficient in an esscntlal element of 
safety, which must have been apparent from the very moment they were attempted to be 
wo,k,~d; ""d wh,,,, the CompiHAy tonh upon &herurdves disp!;nlYc with the domm"",ionens' 
stipulations it was at. least their duty to see that there was no flaw in the principle which 
they adopted. I ,;-ill deecribc the signnls :le they exist. They censist et'two di,;tnnt "ignal" 
on}, of whid! exteHds h: cOl1uHlel'uhl£' distgtrl,!C br:ytrmd BOHR end the tube, iCHU th,~ 
other is similarly situated with regard to the north end of thc tube; the man who works them 
is . a cerctml situatiolt; them he works !;"ih me~,u, of lev,:r 
handle, and the principle is, that when he turns Oile signal oft'the other' 18 necessarily turned 
on; this would generlllly protect trains proceeding in oppollite directions on the single line 
from collision, bnt whilr, sud, prottrcdion affow!"d th"n~ is prov!"ion """de to proteet 
the rear of the trllin from a following train, and it is a rule on the York :md North Midland 
Hnilway, !,~'3 wen as on most othel· rnilwaYA, that when !\ trnin haB passed a signal the 
danger-sigz:"l sh(mtd be rhown f£)r nO!' mintrt"s nHeY'\varzrct N nw it is that the"e 
signals are arranged, if the rear of a train is protected by signals whilst on the single line, 

~~~hfr~~~~,~ni~(:p~:a~' i::te~:e tru~C(' v:h:it Gr~a~ ti~~~ii~onCUill~a:y coruingO~r~:: 
York was allowed to pass the distant signal; before it entered the tube the express train of 
th,~ "ame from the lY"'lth sc"" apI"""t.chi;"" connng in this lfi"'ctio" tra;" 
ca~ "be seen upward~" of a ';~~ile on~ wll~e il~'the~~1,posi~' uir~~tion ~trail~~ cann~t 
be seen until it comes up to the signal man, a tunnel intervening. The driver of the 
eXIrlt'trlSS ns'o~rts that th" dishmt sigm,l Wl'lY off' RYi he and that neyer sam 
it on. The signal man asserts the contraTY, and that it a rule witb him when he admits 
a train from the north Hot to turn the north 8ignal on agam until he secs the tail ofihe traiil 
he~,h~ admitted 1~50 yards beyond the south end,of the tubc; if,he ?oes so, it~s q~te 
suillnlent 2:rOID behy,~en tmrns cummg Oppo"IRe ulfeehon" but tRl<m tIe 
rear of the train may be endangered. The two drivers of the Great Northern Railway 
assert, however, that the signal man invariably turns on the north signal the moment that a 
tmin from York emcrgee from the tunnel, vihich termim,te8 a fshort dist,mce fhom nortb 
end of the tube. In the collision under consideration the express train continued to 
Moence, the engintrl of it" t.he of COlL} train, which had cleor 
of the pomt, abuut the fifth wagon from the rear. I do not thiuk it ilC:eessary to weigh 
conflicting evidence of the two parties; they directly contradict each other; but one thing 
is that afi"ugemeyt of the sldnals inadequate affhnl pmt<'ction go thn 
trains; and it ill my opinion that the public safety requires that the stipulations made by 
the Railway Commissioners when the Knottingley branch first opened should be enforced, 
viz~, that travelling ,should IlPhninted to over the single portion of the 
line 'Yith every train; and, .moreover, that the si.gnals sl!ould ?c so arranged that the rear of 

~i!3;~~ s~~~l bfn p:~:e~:~~s~~~ the usual WIthout Its eF:l~~,,~~fi~~a~I~~r t~~rr ~:p!l~: 
t~e lI!0re. n~cessary when it i~ ~onsidered tllllt !n t!averEi~g the .si.ngle line in either 
direotlOn t:&;'1IDS mnst 'pa,s ?ver iacmp, the e(:optwn of tSH? prOU:&,LOn ~ ensure 
eXErcss anti other trams Will not paas uver triese pomts at a dangerous speed. 

1, have received t~? repo~s from the gene;al ma~ager of the Great ~or~hern R~lw.ay, 
strctmg thtrlf two e011IS1006 smLe the one on the lLIth wmo nUlTowly aeOldea undeo rlmil"" 
circumstances. As I have not yet been able to fonvard these to the York and North 
Midland Company for their explanation, it would not be justice to that Company further 
to ,illude them at pr,::,ent, gut the mere 8tatemtrlDt fR'olH one of thtrl thut: 

I i 
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~"'-~~e='lli1t ~'7,o. ().'Z~, co\Yi"yonsw"re mak"" me nc, iyme 13kould be I08i in urging GD .. =--- , - Company the adoption of such measures as will ensure the public safety. 

.. 

AlimDE~'TS. I138ill, &", 
Captain Simmoii8, R.E., GEO. V1YNNE, 

te. te. Capt. Royal Engineers. 

lltJilway DepaJJ!'tment" Board of Tl-ade, 
Whiy"liall, ,IGly 1852, 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to transmit 
to ytr;m a tr'iPPY of the r"I"Jrt tY"y hau" recciGcd frG~ thei" Insp~"ting Ofnoor . ... to tll" 
accident which occurred at the Brotherton Bridge on the Knottingley branch of the York 
and North Midland Railway on the 14th instant" !L~d to requel'lt that you will bring it to 
th,' immedix1te atSAintion of thA DireAturs. 

My Lords trust that the Directors will lose no time in taking such steps as will effectually 
prtr;1%'"nt po&"tihility "tf a retr;1RilTentr;1tr;1 of sUtr;1h an tr;1':A~idelit, and they 'icli"t,uld urge them 
th.' "~onsi"T'"!'aticm of tl,," verv i27eat ,"PJ5poP"tibilit'" whicd "~'lUSt ,"#tacEt TO th'""'* alt''" 
otl~e; accid~~t ~lll' ~~ in:m:quate~ pro~~;ion f~r the ;~i~ty oi~~rain~ . from~~~llision, mo~e 
eSilt:tdally it #is>Ytearf4 that Corr"'2I.ny U'¥lt,n them8elver To vary the 4irmng*,' 
meut, compliance 'with which was a ~ condition made by the Commis"ioner~ of Railways 
when they gave their sanction to the single line across the river Aire being opened in the 
firrx, instah'ktr:trl, alld not adO!>!; or c'rntinur the Hrmngement 'l,rhiCh offieifsrs 
stated to the Inspecting Officer was the intention of the Company to adopt when the first 
t~he ~as opened, viz., to continue to use the tempor!6"Y bridge fllT the traffic in one 
dire(sE:lon. 

My Lords desire me to request that you will point out to the Directors that the arrange-
ment profAned the 'the Inspectitkg Offif'~r IlpptlarS theii Lonl13hips tf, he mk4; 
of", nature which can carried into effect with iaeility, ",nd the iAdoption of it having 
been one of the conditions upon which the line was opened in the first instance, the Direc-
torr, ought not in I,heirLordships opinion tn hesibitn heneif,forth to it. 

To the Secreta"! of the 
YorA "tUl ldi,,;th Midland "m.(l~llu,,,g; ,COg"dany~ 

I have, &c. 
D. M'GREGOR, 

Re!li~'itrar. 

York and North Midland Railway,' 
SIR, Secretary's Office, Y'J!!'k, J:l1y 30, 1852. 

I AId duly in receipt your letter of yeiSterday, encloiSing copy of '" :report 
which has been laid before the Board of Trade by their Inspecting Officer relative to the 
8C(,,,lunt liYhich cns4surred 01t tb,; Hroth4:trlon Liidgl' nu th4; Knoumgley line. 

The documents shall be laid before the Directors of this Company at their next meeting, 
eogether with that from the CommiS8ioners of Railways, giving permission for opening the 
firrt Hne roils ¥>rer thwi 

Ih$'f7;tr;1"i&n 

t c, 

I have, &c. 
W}1~ GRAY jun. 

SeC'Z'rtary. 

Raiitt'ag Deparlme'!!1t" Board of Trade, 
Mm LoRy> WI,itehnll, AUf9tfst 6, t852. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to inform 
you" witY refer<'Z%H'e tn your lrtter nYlUre88"d to the Pr<,,,,Hlent the BoaI":l Gn tYr 
subject of an accident which occurred on the 14th ultimo near Knottingley, that my Lords 
immediately upon receiving a report of the accident in quel'ltion directed one of their 
iDEfy"cting Gfficer, to i"rcstigntc and to rrnort UiJUn tbr drctHnfltanetr'i attended 

~~~IJir~~t:~s ;:p~~t is for:arded ~~:t~~~:~~Js :~:~~~~;Ti:nd in d~hrd~hi! ~rid~: 
remnins fOL' public conveyanee of pa:3SengorB only as u !Single ~~ 

In cOll8equence of the peculiar natnre of the structure, and the time occupied in its 
er<'{,tlon, Cm:npany fnund to thlr:tr, advz:~tage" the n,maind"" of th<' Knottingleh hrnlleY 
being cOlupleted, to con~truct a temporary timber bridge Ildapted for a single line of roils 
to cross the river Aire, so as to afford the means during the construl'tion of the permanent 
sti'ueture conlt<~yillg the trr,lrc OVrl' the hranch rl"ilw1?,Y withmkt a break. 

'1'his temporary bridge ~ was opened with the sanction of the late Board of Commissioners 
of RailwnYfI in April 1850, with a provision on their pnrt f,')T the Rllenrily of thll pi.lblic 
agdinst a(~ftident, cullision, The ~ COll81"ted a stipulation that Dortf,:tr' was 
be appointed to travel over the single line, which was about 135 yards in length, with every 

, Thi,;. .. w~Hld im:tlye a d~lllY El. few" . t.o (tr{'ry t rlkin ?<Y,l!sio!l<'d 
by l:ne neeesslty Its stoppmg to piCk up tile porter be,ure cntcnng upon srngie hne, 
and again upon leaving it to allow him to get off the engine, but would have the advantage 
of tjh" possThility aoy rZ:4~ide:tr:lt from eollisiur~ 
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The p~rma.nent structure wi¥, when co.mple~ed, consist of two la.~ge wr?ught iron, t~bes Appendix No. 60. 
244 fect 10 length, through whIch the t'!'1'~ns wIll pa.s!!il each tube bemg M It were ~ d18tlnct --
?c~",Sdge ~~ss:rryim;: one ili;ne of n~ils. AccrpnMT'~ 
'Y~'In J~iy 18=5"'1 the~Comp~~y having completed one of these tubes, it was inspected, and 

York and North 
hrrving t?c?ceD r?cported rrpon f"vouPilhly W$iilil Op(iln4'd f04 the emnreYlilI±(;e of p,ilil3senpnI'S, Midland 
it being understood by the inspecting officer th ... t the use of the temporary bridge would 
be continued, so that with the addition of the tube two lines of road would be completed 

In N4bvemPI74 185;: the seconP tube m,lS and t5en £<ilS the Pnt ti?c?ce the in-
specting officer discovered that the tubes were of a width not sufficient to secure to tra­
vellers immunity from accidents, such S8 might arise from a. passenger's head or pe:rE!~')n 
PEJOjeetiz7g' from the e'm"'Tiage~ He oons,e5uentl5 reported alth,eegh same objeetion 
iay ~gains~ the firs~ tube!. having h.een at his ~~pectio~ of that tube occuried w~th o~er 

:OI18~~:;::~nhth~~;;!~ nt i!r:~bellt =:hr~ he :~ort that hi:~~i::~ l:p;=~ 
of this second tube would be attended with danger to the public. My Lords accordingly 

the "5[erc;""~ of H"'ir l,,~,'''ers the Compnev to it'" '~'penl"" for ";Qe 
month, ~d ~;e co~~uedt~ direct the Company to p~pone the operung ~f it ih;m mo~th 
to month up to the present time. .... In the meanwhile it appellJ'8 that the Company have 
thought prohn's to the r~'lbe ,,,bicb h£?d opeI7ed ie Julp tor.. tn:lHe in huth 
directions, and at the time of the accident they were working the traffic through it as a 

ain~waYII PIhe~ 8YBtemg;!~e;:~,t~ f=~':il,ll~t t~:t~ela.~~ il~l ti~~e:~!:11~~~mmi~iuners 
line, and upon a. system which had not received the sanction of their Lordships. In COD­
tuquenee of invettigatiuu . ha" ,aow pl'ice hau" direeted a emn­
mwaica.tion to be made to the Company, a copy of which is enclm,ed, wLieh they trust will 
have the effect of preventing the possibility of collision for the future, until the tubes are 
uhered as remeue the ohjeetiuns !,,5en t<, t,he of f<>e the !,eg,nsit railwa.y 
trains, _ 

My L-ords h!1ve now been given to understand that the Company are about to effect the 
:t,<,cesE1iit~y alt"taliom at onee in beth tuhee, so that it to hoped that the public will be 
relieved from the inconvenience of even the short delay which will be requisite to carry 

tba reconm7end"tion of their 

The Duke of Montro8c, 
src. 

I remiLlli, &c. 
J. L. A. SIMMONS, 

Buclun~pan, Augu8t 185P~ 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the communication from the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy Council, stseting the result of the investigatien ordered by them into 
"k.he citz;umstsmees of the eollis1zm tooh place theH:th last reonth £iC;Rr 

Knottingley, and the arrangements of the Company in regard to the bridge over the 
river Aite. 

I am much gratified at finding that sts.temenhl I ms.de to Vice~President of the 
Board of Trade have been so correct, and my impression that the mode of signals in use 
find arrangemer±tr± wif regzitd to the ttilins were defet,t;Ye hi",r be47kt so 
borne ~H~t bJ:: the facts elicited from the invest!gation of the <!overnment lnspector. 

I rejoice that I been the ineans caUing the a.ttention the Eoard of Trade to 
the dangerous mode of conducting the traffic pursued by the York and North Midland 

thlirr, thert': is a of remedy to siete of 
things. 

V~AI~.~"·'" Sim?c?c,;,n8, 
t c• t c. 

I rcma;n, &c~ 
Mt;fiTRoeu, 

York and North Midland Bailwaf/, 
SIR, Secretary's o.ffice, York, August 6, 1852, 

4 OUR lettAC'e of 29tg ultimo, fOn"ardd by ilCrecti@ of L(bntrls oH the 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade, together with the copy of the report of Captain 

iJrh~~d: t:h!lUb~~!~:!: 7kth!hfs eC~~:~1;,ea1'?n; :;jt.~~l;~!~\O r!;r~l~h~r~ii::~:~: 
ment proposed in Cap~n ~ ynne's ;ep~rt, of appointing a travelling porter to accompany 
every team (foper the rmgle Ime rails, ielS b'3'~R7 put foree~ 

The Directors, however, beg to state, that in adopting this nrrangement they do so in 
compliance with the express recommendation of the Board of Trnde, who alone mU8t be 
eODsideeed for that eenrse, and WOTH1:R out that in £heir opinionil and 
in that of their engineer, Mr. Robert Stephenson, no danger need be apprehended from the 

~l~:~wness of t~;eet~be when ~;~~~~id~:e~ a~~I~~,ened and trains 11l1ew:st, f~~ b! 
compelled to stop to truce up the travelling porter at the entrance of the tube, which will 
hlcvit:lsbly pmtengeel to Otr,t~ of thY, win<lows of the to eseertai'i the 
cause the stoppage. 

Ii2 
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1.. ann furth~2' instructed 8t:l.£+', withreferf~nfle to purf; of your letter rehiRing the 

~fJ~ 

~1f:"'''~~nuix. No. ~. 
use of the temporary bridge at Knottingley, that Captain Wynne is obviously in error 
. abAting tIi,it the Comp;lny pnuf,!sscd their intention of c;ontimliug to l,,,,e thz, temporary 
bridge for the pa.~sage of tr .. ins after the first tube was opened. .No such statement eould 
have been made by any competent officer of the Company, as it was well known to them 
Hmt aeeond tubu wa.c; to bCl. clonstmcted ,'pon bridbtly. hrus tince 
been done. The stoppage of this line was apparent at the time when Captain W ynne 
inspected the second line of rails through the hridge, and in hill report thereon he mentions 

-~ 'l$OC(~"'~NT~~ 

~~~k ani: ~~~~t;h 
l.'= ~ d '" "'.nd j[~all ~"" ay. 

that secGnd tubu (( Wltt c:onstnncted a t±'mpor!nny bridye, wbieh stm Z3xistkS. 
The inconvenience and danger arising from the trains ~being restricted to a single line 

C~:£~~~!e;i rp!i~~ J~!;;il'1::r;~~~~\t~ir;~~l%rr ~o~~ill~:rrrr~~ rC~::j[!i~::titc:f~ 
permission to use the tube. In reply to which Captain Simmons s~ted that "their 
,% Lotdthips fAre f~ny setifible cb the :m,ture . the and d%JIayf5 m hich nmst 
iliI occur from the traffic being coufined to a single line for a short interval in ail otherwise 
" continuous double line of railwav." 

Th" Direeters wunld poin£ out. ref"e{tQce Captnin nem~ord8 8S the 
impossibility of protecting the rear of trains passing through the tunnel while the distant 

:i~:i i~ t~r~~;a~i~%~~~v:r::~:;~;af~e;~li~~ ~~l v~~;:~!o~ :r::~J;rp~~~~~ s~~~ th~~~~::~ 
at the Burton Salmon station and junction, both of which are within a short distance from 

~~e~~~~~e~f fend :i~~1:1inc, for ;%~~!~ a!c:;:e~ 1" !::d~glg~Ptain o~ ynn~u~~rl~ ~~u:~:ice t~~ 
there is a man stationed with a hand signal at the end of the bridge, in addition to the 

aignnl, and Company lere Pc.tntuaded t.hat Syc;Ptffi of rigna]c. is smth as 
iO prevent any risk of accident unless their indication be neglected. 

.DuneClyg M'Gregor, Bsq., 
t e. t e• 

I have, &c. 
bV1:l • jZH1., 

Secretary. 

Raiiwa.lJ llepartment, Board of Trade, 
SIB, Whitehallt August 11; 1852. 

[ HA beEbre miot or the Se'£tretary fif thrY ork ,md North 1\1 id land .Rail-
way of the 6th August, in reply to the letter of the Lords of the Committee of Privy 
COUTit3il for Trade, forwarding on coHirion which near the tuhular 
bridge at Bruthertcll. In the remark that I must obviet2s1y in err"l' in 8tllting 
the Company professed their intention of continuing to use the temporary bridge, &c., as 

WlCll well blown them that the set;cmd W8.+r to be <'I?DstJttHlted . the temp/tnary 
bridge, which has tunce been done. I have to remark upon this, that when im:pected the first 
tube., the second was in progress in its present position, and the temporary bridge carrying 

lim; Gf miLl was then in ttxist%?CltSC, am] pla<::d at tltttt<}h It diatam:·e as nn? to in±<%rfent n'l'ith 
the construction of the second tube. On referring to my inspectional report I find that I 
ther~ !!tat.e "that by retf~ining o~he pre!!ent tempornry line the throttling of tbe traffic at 

thnn nomt mto fZ. %tIngle hile wIll be 
As t wrote this report two days after my inspection, with all the facts fresh in my mind, 

it will he ohious their Lordf5hips I could nut have trftrade st.;"tement I did mith­
o~t h,:ving "uffic~eilt grounds, Il.n~~ am perfectly sat".,fied that i.t was s? ili~ted to .mc. At 
thIS dl"ttance eftune I cannot pocslt1vely cstate whom, but my unpresslcm IS It was£? by 
Mr. Birkenshaw, the engineer of the line. 

nr:;!~e~~~'~'·t~f~i~~~l~r~f prot~~nr:: i~:n:e:!lz~e;l~~~;n~fp~~i~~P~~;~~~~\h~ti~:'::I:%ee:I:: 
H there is no occasion whatever for any such protecting signal, when every train which 
~ ad%·,tr%)ces .. alrcmly prgtcctecl thu f5ignaJs "t tlle Burt(m tialrnun stll.ttGn amI junction." 
1. presume that the protection here alludcd to arises from the interval prescribed between 
trains passing stations; as the tubular bridge, is, I believe, two miles from the Burton Salmon 

the t,· Lordlhips ,,,ill hF,11y c"n,ider this t" k)e adenHlll,te aTI,r the 
Directors ~~lt;t re~~ilect tl~;\t d~the i;~uiry i;;to the· accident ;hich occurred som~·~time 
since at the Burton Salmon station it wr,s shown tbat the Company's order on this head 
did ment with that ettentiun whieh would render it ,n ade%mate I?grinst 
collision from a following train. 4 

Tbf5 Dired£lrs apKlcar think that I have for some reOS%lD ,..~l·",,,·,n<"" from noticinfn the 
hact a Dlail being~ c;tatioHcd With a hand signal at the south end of the tube. It. is evident 
that a man so placed can be no protection to the rear of a train coming from the north ; 
the th'ii. I could sec ~ pladng 0. mnn wrns bi)r him to IOi,b: after rhe points, 
and as is removcd from his post at nightfall, and no onc left at that end of the tube to 
lool~ after the traini1 that pass at nightt I considered that the Directors looked upon him 
Hlluch in the Ramc U,,,t I It was from no to HHderrtntte thEl nre-
Cautions adopted by the Company. . 

nln~n;~~k ot!~~e fearg ::pre8s~~? ~he the Dirccte;;rtt!:~~r~ciH~~~!%i~s~!g~~: t!21~~! O~U:~~ 
the carriages to ascertain the cause of stoppage, are not without foundation; it certainly 
~dds ndditiuH~l to have nlreadb rxprnHled the be £ippre-

Digi !d b )<; e 
r 



COMMITTEE OF PRIVY COUNCIL FOR TRADE~ &1' ... 852 

uended fro"!" the narrownes~ of the tubes; .but whilst I admi.t d~nger from this cause,.it yet 
lIoppl'lbrH 80 light eornp,,,nson thar lb"hlCh ¥'las recently lIle;zlrred (bn OCcaESX¥'ll of 
the hie collision, wore especially when the very slow speed is considered at which trains 
must pass through the tube in consequence of the proposed arrangement, that I do not see 
EreasllbRl to ahsxr thlb opiniGn I hG'n~ giV1~V of neen~21ity fllbRE aportccr and an 
active man is Ilppointed who can mount on the engine when it is slowed, and so avoid a 
direct stoppage, the curiosity of the pll.".fI!enger!l is not likely to be excited_ 

I 1Gli_ &c. 
Captain Simm07l8, R.E., -GEO. WYNNE, 

~c. ~e_ Capt. Royal Engi1R#"rr, • 

.f~lilu'an Depa#"rmentc .Boorg cif 
SIB, Wltitehall, August 12, 1852. 

I dinlded the Lord#" (of of P1-lVY Cnuncil for Trade ac~ 

~~~:\~C;~~ar~cwP;nn/~~~nl~~~e~a~~ :~~d~~~ ;~i~hn~;:~~8 ~~f:~~~~eb:l~rt\erid~~o= 
Bro£fccrton. 1md to tranclmit to you a enpy the llbser'l7cc£.ions 1nade Cuptmn hh ynne 
thereon ; and I am to inform you that their Lordships trust the Company will continue to 
use the precllutions recommended by their officer so long as this bridge shall continue open 
for #"inglll line of ra.ils 

I have, &c. 

~f)~~ Midlclnd fiCC.,"'Ffff Compc'1Yl!l' .J L. In. da~~~~:;~l .f'CU,OU •• ,.C.f 

ApPENDIP No. 61. 

YOffK,ffWC STlc AffD BffRWICK AY. 

SIR, JU?2 • .f 2, 1852. 
IN i;;uillpliuu"e W ILl. the ;nstru'::'Llons e':hltaiI • .::.d in yvur l.::.tter of the 25th ultimo, I 

have the honour to lay before you the following report on the subject of the accident 
whieb OCClImed the ork, ffeWC1c.c.de, Bt1rwick on Ratultd£lV th<l 22d 
ultimo, from a collision between the down mail train and an engine which was standing on 
the line. 

Tbr engine in was one whif1h Wf.ffusuallll emplfPyed shunting nrrooging 
the coal waggons at South Shields preparatory to the cOIlI being lowered from the drops 
into coHic~rs. is ... upun this duty EEl} the ",eek, hCith and wight .. ':cein 
in charge of two J:liets of engine and , one set remaining with du;;;~g the ,.veef 
from 6 A.l\I. to 6 P.!I., an~ the_ ~ther from 6 P.M. to 6 A.M. Once during the week the 
fOrefnffln at the GccfclShe£ldwordSlhops Sl<'nds .. for it to taken up there be 
cleaned, another engine being sent down to replace it; and on Saturday evening the 
engille driver in ebcrge ordeea to t.f.fke it th£" Gater?hf1ad where it remains 
till Monday morning. 

Thtc dront from which the is into the aidim.f#" for 
the coal \~aggons are "ituated at some di:;tance from passenger station at 1;outh 
Shields. There is a clerk at this coaling station to receive the coals, who gives directions to 
the 11nt,rine driver the evginf1 flfcationr11 as the the W&hh1>DS; 
but I was informed that 10 other respects he has no control over the the engine driver, 
who receive!! his orders direct from G~teshead. 

the of day on aCt.lident c-rcurred the was cdcllnk 
when he came to his duty ut 6 A.M., and he does not appear to have afforded any 

~i~i~~~~: oft~hc coaling, Mr:Sl~:t1, directed aO~mm nanl~d aG~org:Ai:~:~~:;, ~hoe~~ 
employed to supply the engines with ,coke, to take the fireman's place. This man had 
neVel" been emplopc1d on . bcfPl"e. 

Mr. Scott appears to have the ground at 5 o'clock P.M., after having given the 
engine driver directions lIS to the, shunting o~ the coal waggons. The engine driver was 
occupied adont thil" worf ill half pMt o'c\oek. then Slupplil'd hil3 tender with water, 
and leaving the engine standing on a side line with the wheels chocked, went to a public 

~~;'~r:d~:jl'l~e~~ fire~:~n~:5i:~r;1~d to o~p~~l~;.:gt~i~:~~ i~:~n~!~~~:, that th;I:~= 
was left without ~~y one"near it. Thi~ man s~tes that he observed about 9 o.'clock that 
the evgine w1llS still atanPxog ... £100 It, tlllbt he went back to it~ 
and was soon afterwarthi joined hy the engine drivel' and fireman, who were both 
drunk. 

all three dc'ct the 'rngin.c1c CUld 
head at a considerable speed. 

10 for a 
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A prendix No. 60. 

York eud Noc~h 
Midliiiiid Railway. 

Appendix Ne. 61. 

York, N ewcaatie. 
and Uenriof 

Uailway. 
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