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4th. ]'rom the want of pre8enee of mind in the signalman at the "\Vhitmore station. 
I would recommend that when pilot engines are sent with express trains from Crewe, 

and is intention shunt the pilnt endines *iVhitnwre, eXpF"tfSS trlkku should skp 
at the Whitmore station while the pilot is being dctached and shunted out of the way; and 
I -;v4)uld further r£'comrrH~nd thrrt th£' ch'ivers of pilot engines di1"eeted elways to CI'OSS 

from one lilAe to the otiH,r at F"tation, and not at any ckyys£\ing~ The ~"~.'''''''"CC" 
and ~orth 'Ve~~~rn Co~pany have alrcady direc~ed semaphore signal,; to, b.e erected at all 
Cr4)fY)mgs Etnd sJumgs, KHAi! I fYfYfkommeYHI UyeiU fUA'thcr thenc own servants 
to work the points and signals and crossings, and to requirc them always 'tu be present at 
their posts, the expense of such improved working being part of the charge made by the 
C(IYtlpany the privatyc ownee 

Captain GaltoTl,R.E., 
~c. 

I have, &c. 
R. l\t LAFFAN, 

Captc ROYYYl ETl9iny::erl. 

LlJiu!on mu] NOTt". We"tern Railway, Secretary', Office, 
SIR, Euston Station, LOlldon, October 5, 1852. 

I e{ illfytnlcted to thYY n[!CeiPT of nmlr hytter of t.he WItu 
copy of ihe report of the inspecting officer of hi~ inquiry into the circumstances attending 
the collision which (lccurred on the M.h AU!!Hst ut Hattoo Coal \Vhllrfc and which shall be 
laid hefon' the at t H'Rr neet mepi;ng. .. 

Captain 
~·c. 

ApPENDIX No. 34. 

I have, &c. 
CHA8. 

Secretary. 

LONDON AND N OR1'I-l WESTERN RAIL W A.Y. 

SIB, 
Plailu:ny DC:15Y1rtmc:nt; Bonr£l of Teade, 

flnite/w!!., .Nove'f!!ber ~?, 185~: 
I HI di2cfYY~ted hy Lorde of Ofick'iVY i:ounekl for 'l:;ade 

tmnsmit to you, for • inii)rmation of Directors the London and NorthVVestt:m 
Railway Company, a copy of the report which their Lordships have received from the 
oOieer appointed lly them to kuquite into the CixTyulUstonces £Litcnding thn tyollisi{yy± whid± 
took placc at the Camdcn station on the 25th October, between the mail train and an engine 
which was crossing the railway. 

idy Lm"ds de~iw me to that will inform the although 
accident appcars in It gl'cat measurc to attributable to the carelessness of the driver, 
m" LOf,l" rcO''',-,t to that thc rE'pulatious with respz'ct to this orossing do 
ar~jear t;'iuL\·tl}~en ith exaetitude mhich lev..:! eroseillg of milway of 
importancc of thc London and North \cVestcrn at Camden would appear to require. 

It appcaL'S to thcir ththt such an important of main as 
appears to be liilloulu not be allowed to be worked mere ycrbal directions, hut thlLt 
writtcn instruetions should haYic becn given to pc ';0 JOS entrustY.0d with the \' Ok'king 
it, which should, in addition, lllwc been thoroughly explaincd to them. 

also appealS to their Lo:rzbhir" that croEsing of this eharactezc should bZi 
under the control of onc indhidual, ~o that there ;should be no doubt as to responsibility 
attached to its working, and that no engine should on any account be allowctl through the 

t~i:: a~s~!~:bl:e~~a~j~~~ fI~: li:~l~::,l:~d tha~\he ~~~s~s~~; fsed~l; ~.otected ~~::t passing 
trains by signal~. 

PVith the nonduet of the point2man fast@Yng so that 
was able to proceed upon the main line without Ilis being at the points to hold them open, 

Lords desiro me inf;Jrm yon that, "vhatcver practice mccY be with re::pect 
in Y3tatioHYs whieh do lenYl into the mwn line, appeYll's theIr Lorllships 

points which lcad on to thc main line arc of such importance that the arrangcmcnt of them, 
an U})on by the res[YlYIlclible officer" of' Company, ought on no f4.CCoont to 
interfered with, and there fort: that the comluct of the poillt8lllan in mtertedng With them 
is deserving of scvere l'eprehcn8ion. 

Ply Lnnls dY':yrfC DYe furthT to Tnform you, dmt they haye oOllllYYlmicateyl to PC'2r, 
master Gencral, pointing out the importmlce of the malls arrivinp: at the ElIston Station in 
time for the bU'!8 to be tran:;:ferrcd to the mihvav Dost office l;!Hl bcfore the time l1DDointed 
for thc shd.ing:' , the train. c , , " 

I have, &c. 
J.LA. Th:: Secrctarlj ;;( thl! 

London and ~'\(jrtlt ('stall llailu:ay Company. CUlt liuyal Ertginens. 

z 
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ACCIDENTS. 

LOndm.l and North 
Weatero Railway. 

78 DIX TO UEPCHtT TB LORDS F 

~lR, R(lil£iJitl:?t:~:Fz~ii:{~~e;~~~, 
I HAVE the honour to lay before you the following report upon the subject of the 

%3#::cident whiq:sh nccurr(~d at the CZi!Tldeu ::tation tb,' London and Xorth railway, 
on the 25th October, in cOIl5equence of a collisIOn between the 10 o'clock A.M. down mail 
train and a gooU!:! engine. 

Thc t::am ffffppeans to left Eustoo Sq"'Zffff%! stfffftion .. 10.6 AM., 113 saYff six 
minutes late, having been detained for the mail bagil from the Post Uffice. 

@:~n~u~:s:~l~~' ~~u~~1~,s Hp i:~i~~;~~t;;=ef'llrdsE~~:~;:~ It i8Cc~~~~~ary for 3. Pl~~~l 
when the train is not too heavy to be drawn on its journey by one engine, the pilot engine 

detaiihed l"t ff~ sbort, dit3t,4TlCe below top of tbiff inclin'ff, andff running on, is tun;eu 
through facing point<; into a siding, whilst the train follow" at a m.oderate speed, and at 
such a dis~ee behind t~e pilot _engin~, as will all?w.of the pOill~ being r~placed ~n their 
hioper pOilltloni for z35mtlImmg tPe tram on the mam flue. . .. the 1tBhmi'55 ID questIOn he 
engine driver states that he caused the pilot engine to be detached when he got half-way up 
the incline, a~ his train wa~ light, The pilot engine arrived at the top of the incline two 
minut-et5 befcmff thc ¥:fffflffin, went inte the whilst train went on at speed of 
about twelve or fourteen miles per hour. 

I su f:~(~!1 s:da~ Z53&Oertpru~~~~i~'!ci;~~~ha~;~.s ~~;t5~:~~-ffr~ff~~~a~;i~Fert( at Cf~~; 
following description. 
.~ The tiain bd ahitlfiff,t r(t5ilffn.l~eu. 0'HHrked. A on the. ..,.... whieh (:::>ali~s l,l{ffth 
lines, and. connects the pluUorIll8 wIth Ea8t and West Inuu. Docks and .D,rmmgham 
Junction Railway, when the driver perceived that an engine was moving slowly on to the 
eHossinp C. Every llxertizln WaG lFumedi~'"tely made stop 1.he but colliibn eniued 
not.withs~n.ding, which threw both the engines off' the line, but most fortunately uid not 
~el'lou~!y lDJure any of the passengers. 

The fffngintrl whieh was the was goodH engiml, uriefffll by Ashhery, 
and it .w~ on its w;:y. from the engine sheds to the ~oods .station, from w.he~ce. it. wa;' to 

a telUD 10.40" 1t thz~ duty enpme dS:lHcrs to go tnthelt" ,rami jlalf 
an how: before the hour of starting. 

In proceeding frolD the enginc sheds to the goods station it is neeessary to pass by the 
I>nintsit%iarked B. These IUiints con~Iructed so ae to be open to tbff ff!idinh E, 
and it is intended that no engine l'hould go through them to the crossing of the main line 
C. unless they are opened by the llolicemnn at B. 

Th€~%,oint: at B :Here l,,:d in~ ~ill the manner "huwn the phm, th,~ 8th Hne 
185.1, ~d it is Iltated .that unti!wit~ill about two mo";ths they were worked b~ a man 
BtatlOned. at oppo,nte of hne~ but time they hr.ve heen tren'derred to 
the clmige of the pnlicew"H at 

After an engine has passed throu~h the poillts B it is stated uy the officers of thc Company 
be duty of drivee to . for sign:ril from the polieemHH a.t D heforu he crff]~15es 

the line; but the pointsman at D stated that hie cu~tom is to SIgnal to the dm('r ami to 
the pointsman too, by calling out to him to let the engine through the points," and that 

the .. at B very ,ieldom lets engmc through wkt-hout eoy ,&Yliving %Hy fl!lp, or 
calling out to him." I have taken an opportunity of watching an engine pass the points, 
and ob.,erved that pointsman at D signalled to the pomtsnmn at II before the latter 
allowed the engine to pass. In cOllsequence of the siding E E being full of waggon,,; on 
the nihht beEi:H'e thz, fflceidlffnt occurred, pointsmun on at B hluzzkell lm,ck 
the pointil to prevent engines from running against the waggons. Gray went ott' duty 
at 6.30 A.M., and was succeeded bv a man named Crofts, who had onlv been on the !lost 

forttlffght.· Gray mfonnezl hinj~ thaI the iVGe ,md- tuld hikn to ,~g.rn 
the drivers of it. When the engine driver, Ashbery was about to cross the line, he 
informed. the pninwTn7l.n (C1O£\8) Bt BR of hiB intention. Crufts, who W§ll? occupied nellr B, 
Aib,lled tHit to him the points were right, Aff3hbery that he then moved on, 
lookiug to'Yards D f~r a :lignal.; but. the po~ntsman was ab8cnt from D, being o~upied 

one his {ffzher pnmts. Ashbevy,}liff absence a that the hne ilia,; 
.. afe, iilid moving slowly Oii uttempted to eross the main \Vhcn, howc\er, he hnt! 
almost reached the crossing, he pereeived the mail train approaching, and reversing hi!' 

flil~;~~let:~::~es ~~~~i:x:~!l~e~~ t~e;a!: l~ffi;r the followiIl~ remarks :-In the fir:'t. 
pll\ee~ it appears that the train left Euston Square at 10.6 ~-\~M. ill,-;tead of ten o'clock, the 
flime nezKled the ClHup:my's timff.l tabh."ff%: but it is be oh"erved that A.M. the ±ate'''t. 
time allowed for the arrival of' passengers, and tlomc time must neecs.:arily elap8e between 

~~ng l:~::\:!::av\~;i~h n;!~:ct~~n'thi;,~e lkhl)~ppC~~~~ ~:::eunto uau~ii3~o 8~~wi~~16'OIll 
the 2d to the 27th October the time when the last bag was trall"ferrcJ every day from 
fllAe van to tliLl raihniY PO'it office, lUle], timY; when the trfftln left the Eustoll stietion, frOIll 
which it will be perceived that the mail hllgs were twelve times latl',-in sOllle instance8 us 
mueh as eight minu'es. The train itself~ however, was in three instances as much as thirteen 
i5Xinultus late, 

The next eause of the accident appear" to have been the blocking back of the points. 
Upon this I would Or~ei that in the gc~ds !?idingsi when waggon!? require to re shunted 
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through two or three sets f'f points, it is ('ustomary for some to be blocked back whill't ~4.pp'f?B'&dix N,~ 34. 
~~ arc h'fd This IP~'"Sl' hav,~ had "Si~me ;nflUCD'~~~ inrrmking (:;tray think lighrly of' 

the dan~e;~~~tteni~nt ;;~n bi~king~~back~~thc p~ints ;t~.B, ~nd the~~distance ot~Lou~ ACCIDENTS. 

~;~bib~~l:lt~~e infl~~:~~~~lhi~ l~ini{~l;onP~~~Ys~~jl:ct. points requircdwould Lond131' and N13rtb 

These causes, however, would not h~ve causc.d the acc!~ent, .had not the driver Ashbery W e.ter~ Railway 
ff ttclnpted mo'rn acroftft the wsthout sIgnaL Ilia dOlnF 80 an lict ol grosE1 
carelessness. He states in his defence that he had been at the Camden station about twenty 
t-,imct" hefo'!"!'!, and tbat he had invariably tak!'!n his signal to cros!! from tbe pointsmlln at B, 

~~:~ he ~~st have ~~r::;t';~: td!r~~~m ~h~o crossi:;:'la~lhe states h:~;;!i:x~(~~r~ :j'~::l'Y~ 
front~ !;:t~ didl~~!r~:~:~:f "b~~;a'l WM ~~r:f) t~~i~;~~~~~C:llie :;e se~f~l:::tPugj 
For the goods sidings, and only require cleaning; others require his presence on the passllge 
e~f tnSH}S. theB" latbcf one near D, :a.noth~r neBei D, that hue autie~ ",hich 
are moompatible With his being at all times UIl the wuth side of the Chalk Farm Bridge; 
and it. is to be observed that the absence of a signalman at D may in some measure have 
nlisl"d A"hhcrv. 

Frotn a eon~ideration of' the circumstances, one of the following suggestions occurs, as 

~~~7¥171d:~~~~l:\:!~';i~:~r;~gpa;~e t::f~;~i:~ ;~:tifine, h:Z'~"=:~'i:~::d t;~ttoints;~~s':1~ 
fit D, and satisfied himself that t.he line is clear, or, which would be a far more de~irable 
plan, that additional should ~tati(ffioed ne"" the C, z>ver wh;¥~h be 
should have complete control, lmd take charge of the points at and some uf the pointa 
adjacent to C or D, so that the duties of the several pointsmen should be concentrated as 
much as pereible, 

RETtmN of the 

Train left 
E""',n StIl,.".",. 

I have, &c. 
DOUGLAS GAi~TON, 

from EU<5%4>U of the] A.M. hffwn 
the 27th October 1852. 

Capt . .ii."loyal E-llglneeTlo 

the 1st 

Time of last Bag If! Time of last Bag 
transferred .! D"ite. 'l'r!Iin let\ tl:'ansfl'rroo 

[Turn V,m '0 thE' .. El'''n" StaLnn. VlAn the 

_____ f"-ilway l'Oiit office.:lf-________ -'-_ ~_",,_:ly_p_O._,_OffiC~. 
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.llailUJay Department, Board l!f Tmde, 
SIR, Whitehall, November 10, 1852. 

I Arf direeted by the Lm'ds of the of ArivyCound for C400e stat" 
to you, far the infi)rmation of his Lordship the Postmaster General, that in 1\ report which 
t~ey have rflceived from the office'!" appointed by their Lordships to inquire into the 
ClrC'Hvstanaea aU',nding the ffr:>Uisicm whksh occumed Cam den the Aondun and 
North Western Rn.ilwn.y on thc 25th October, their Lordships are informed that the 

::~e;:~ ;~~::;C~P~~~H~;1ci~~n~i;;;~~~~d, '~:~~~:le ~~hiGh WliG f~'~~l~~~~on him ~~: 
Company, a copy of which is enclosed, from which his Lordship will perceive that the 
time ot whidl the hllst HZ'bil baLwn.s %rltnsf€lmed the DOst dtice from 
the van in which the bag" arebmught. from the Post Office was frequently a few minutes 
after the hour advertised for the departure of the train. 

2 
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ACCIDENTS. 

I~s:mdon ,md N"s:dl 
Western Railway. 

Appendix No. S5. 

London and North 
Western Railway. 

18fi Af~PENDIX REPORT OF "rIlE OF THF 

My Lords desire roe to request that you will bring this circumstance to the nttention 
of his Lorhship~ md [.ords: ±Ire eonfidcnt that rcqnires only to bl~otight 
his Lordship's notice to secure that punctuality which is so essential in conducting the 

Compa':E~i~l i~ilw"y:~.:~;l :1 remo,·e n~~currillg o~:;:~~::sme the ef t~~~:~:'~ 
punctuality in their trains. 

Colonel Maberly. 

I BEG to acknowledge 

;1;[~1~~:~: !~~ !~~~~~h~~ 
CUiftain ftimmon·'i R.E.y 

y ~c. g-c. 

I have, ,Q",c. 
J. L. A. Sm:UGNS, 

Capt. Royal En!l;nee". 

L01ldon aM North Western Rld/wu!" Se"'etary/s Qffiu, 
EUs:rt}fl SttlftOn, November 18520 0 

the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, enclosing 
accident which occurred at the Cnmden stntion on the 

brozight Ui,ibr thH notieH 0i t~:y;'i~~:nrs. 
CHA',o ART, 

Secretary. 

Gmeral Post Office, Deceiilber 7, 1852. Bm, 
THE Postmaster General has had before him your communication of the 10th 

ultimo, OR1 the zmbjcct thi' wbieh . C;;mden, en Lonben n:nb 
North '''estern Railway, on the 25th Octob£'r. 

I nm desired to nccPJnint you, for the information of the LOl"ds of the Committee of 
Pl";22Y. CConncil Trnib th·;* his is a\'otri' of he lli",o'·s.~its:o nf n 
de~~;tch ~-;;i the mailt;n.in;~ but he directs me to poi~tJ out that~~ M~nday mornings 
(as in the instunei'; in and on othel" when the mails Z"i1'e uLH?£lUallb heal'b, 
the delay of a few minutes ill. despatch of tho train frequGntly unavoidable. 

His Lordship directs me to add, .. that particular instructions have been issued, with 11 

to the possihle punetuality in future. 

Captain Simm01lSy R.E" 
~co 

ApPENDIX No. 35. 

I ha\"e, &c. 
J. L. MABERLY. 

I.ONDON AND NORTH ·WESTERN RAILWAY. 

Railwa.1J Departmellt, Board of Tradt, 
SIRy Whitehalli Declmber 16, 1852~ 

I AM dilectea the Lordii of COHnuith'<, of for 
transmit to you the copy of the report that has been received from Captain Galton, the 
officer appointed by their Lordships to inquire into the circumstances which attended the 
accident thnt occurred near the Huyton stntion on the 1,j,·erpool and Manchester Line on 
thH 2d inltHnt. 

I am al~o to transmit to you a copy of a rcport upon thc ~a1lle accident which was 
madr by Captf£in 'Vynnc, another fAf the inspccting office!'s fif the Boardy who 
to in neighbourb>od at tin±e of OCCUiTence and am tfl point you; 
information of the Directors, that both of' the~e officers havc rcportcd that the condition of 
thz$ I. .. ivelopool l\hncheShlt line sllch as to account for aceicknt, thf&l 

this line, in its present conuition, is not safe for IJll"'8engei~ trafIic ut high specd. 
Captain Galton has also reported to their Lordships that, notwithstanding- the bad statc 

of the due in tfnne %±iiillSUl"l' to the cOUI l%±llcd C\impanp had 
proper to accelerate the trains over it, and that this accident occurrcd on the first day on 
which the tmins had run at the increascd f'necd. 

LGeds direet me Obffik"Ve, the i,londitiml of permauent way repGl"ted 
their officers, appears to call tor the lllLJ:5t scrious attention of the Company; and that 
al+l-inuO'h my Lm·yl:~ 11.'0,.. wiWihY tOiiiotke o~oo'rr ftpO the 'liffiedties 
wi;i~h <"RaiY\~ay C~mpa~,~ics h:~~~ bec~.~" :';lIbj~~; 'in cons€({,aencd ut' the long e~ntim~~;~ce of 
wet weather, it i8 with regret that my Lords have read the report of their officer as to thc 
cOlZilition the rails, keyao und lhe intezoval" h~twefon the all matters whieh 
are mdependent of the effects of wenther. 

My Lorcis a18~ l'egr~t t~ learn that the Company's. officc;rs ~hould y havcyp.ennitted ~hoe 
trmnSi to aCCilleratcdw·lule Ute way remamci.l m tile b'li.l cull(lItlOll whlC:I& 
it was; amI I a!H directed to reql~est YOIl to urge upon th~ cOllsidera!ion ()~ the Directors 
the gtatcmcuts m these report?;, ID the that they wIll sce fit lmmedmtely to adopt 
sueh llICi2yiUl'eS shaH tend more to secm"o tho oafety nf pCElengCl"e whilz5 
pallSing over this railway. 
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