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manager of that line, stating that he objected to such a pmct.ice, and break carriages have 
bC't n supplied hp thaft CompELuy; this WiIS subsiIquent. £0 thfi a.ccidf·nt. 

that a serious redpon"ibility attaches to the Caledonian Company, in having permitted so 
reprehensible a practice to prevaillls allowing trains, however tlIDall, to be run without break 
nz:zPriagff . atbYithed; ft.he conxlequenee has been, that the aervantr .. of' the Scoktirh 
Central Company working over the Caledonian line have been infected with the bad 
c;'!:!l,mple, and ~~~ ohjee!ional practi!~e, havi~g been introduced on their own line y has led to 

seriGns colhflOn WhICh beE'tf the rnIuect my 
The practice of using a main line for a siding, as appears to be the practice in conduct-

th(; is aU niort objoetioIilihle, the (tircmny!.ancer of 
the indiue steep gradients the l.'uilway, becomes deubly "e, and the Cumpany's 
attention shuuld be drawn to this circumstance, with the view to their constructing 

to the nece'fffity eo ol~+ff~tionxihle a y,~, •• "t",,, 

1 have, &c. 
James Booth, Esq" GEO. W YNNE" 

~c. ~jf" ROjal I<'""i·npp,'·, 

Scottiiil. Centrul Railway, Secretary's lJepartTl,ent, Peitll, 
SIR, November 16, 1852. 

BEG infzEZEil you that repocts m your fanourt! the cu:rn"nt 
as to the late accidents which occurred on this line, were submitted to the Directors of 
this CompanYi gnd I gm desired to intimate to your honourable Roard that the rec.o!U­
mondatHJQs f:trmtaincd therciil will meet with eyery and in melmtime the 
reports have been remitted to the manager for his considemtion. 

I am furthtrje instJuded infoml you that Larbert half been rzUB-

"·ended, and that young man who was cmployed to a,,~ist agcnt, absented 
ti:self, was not a regular servant of the Company, but engaged temporarily. 

I have i &c. 
Captain Simmons, R.E., JOHN A. JAMIESON. 

§-c. tc. 

SHROPSHIRE UNION RAILWAY. 

Rai/wQ.,! DZparZi!?mt, illcfoard O{7'rllill, 
SIlt, Wltitehall, June 23, 1852. 

HAVE the ncquoint ynu, fOI" the of File Lmeis of the 
mittee of Privy Council fur Trade, that I haVe inquired into the eircum"tances attending 
an accident on the 29th ultimo upon the Shropshire Union Railway, c.."l.used by an engine 

into pasEonger ; iIiid I IiliewiE!: uttez±ded thz' inqndrzt on flne ~.. the I'as-
sengers, who died some days after the collision; and the following are the particulars that 
I learned in eonnexion with it. 

The Mazeppa engine had brought into Shrewsbury the preceding night the 9'5 P.M, 
t,nlin fk'om St.oftord, rind it d,wing: been k't:port«'cl that iks r('julatoH ffequinfd to pac"fted, 
the locomotive foreman directed Joseph Thompson, the responsible night cleaner, to put in 
the packing: I should st.fiEe t~~t upon the Shropshire Union ~~~ailway the locomotive 
1 ftr)W er, earn5±hes, are lumlk'j,ed bh the and orth '%'I" estt,m Cotktpany, oud 
everything connected with the manngement of the locomotive department is under the 
triontrol of thfit. CornpanYi who a %3ma11 <:,'Stablishment, not twenty men, at 
Shrew",bury, charge of foreman, cleft,n the '£ngintif" and thei ordiLi£'ry 
repairs; two men, called cleaners, come on duty every evening at six o'clock, and are sup-
posed rem5z.in six the ncxt momillg;,. when they "re 
Thompson, whom I stated was the cleaner on the night of the 28th, and the respoilBible 
man, said, that he received the engine about 11 P.M. outside the engine shed; that he took 
out the Hrc, find hlew off the st""iu, and then with gnoth',r shGfed t}ff'; MU?2iippa 
into the shed so steadily that it did not require the break to be npplied to stop it, he then 
proceeded to pack the regulator, lmd before ]H~ got oft' the engine he, to the hest of his 
dnowkdge, ffhut tht" ,·egulator. About four o'dock n the he lighted the of 
the Mazeppa, and at about a quarter to six he filled up the fire, and then went oft' to 

; timz' when IE'ft fJom circumsht,i,ce8,~. be ten to 
six.William Clarkc, who was assistant, at five 10 morning, having been 
directed to call up some workmen. 

Abcmt ten minUl,ffi! six th(,morniIld Dlmicl TiIlcley, dali cru:UIl to 
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his work, he should have come at six. He was followed into the shed by a fireman named· 
Phillipl'l, who had been employed getting his engine rcady for an early trip; he (Phillips) 
came look ffJr hirz ohov£jl, whicsh was he rzoal"cheh one ongiDe for and tben 
turned to look for it on the Mazeppa, and, not seeing that engine in the shed, he asked 
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'rimiey what had become of it, ~d whilst di5cmsing whether it had gone out as an ~xtra. 
engine or where it could be, a plate layer ran into the shed, to say he had "een it going up 
4-he wi"tTrmut OD" t'n the ab't"lll h""IAg g1w4n, (m eng7m~4 wo,q t'~ent pUTt'n;t I¥' 
~uickly as '~~S&ible, the driver of' whi~h stattld that ,;hen they il;d pr~~eded aboutthre~ 
miles they caught a sight of the ;;team4 but saw nothing more until they rea<'lled Doning-
ton, mil3q froR%4 ShrewtAburywhen they fYund it bad into the 6 A,.M:. pno,tAengeq train 
from Shrewsbury, at 40 minutes past 6. ' 

guar.l of ~L tra:~~ whit,l was his tl'3in 1>esi.1<;3 the 
engine and'~nde;:'~f a ~~iU'd'8~:.u, 1 carriage, 1 J3ccond,dass carriage, £illd 1 third-
clas8 carriage, placed in' the order enumerated. The train arrived at Donington at 38 
minuiAs pltut 6, o,wd it hud not heen theee two minwtos WhOA the t4,:>llisizm OCC'±izzed. .. ' 

The drivflr of the passenger train stated, that when he hI'st saw the engine appro>WhiDg~ 
it was not more than 50 or 60 yards off that he put on steam and had got into motion; 
befoto belli! run ; tht4 force the oollisioo thi'ow him fown,but he m,me-

~~~~!~a~:vered ='~eie~e~o~aO:dl~ i~hfo~::r1~:~;~en h~ t~U:!u1~eg:,e!~%~ :::: 
blownng off oery -

The station master at Donington saw the Mazeppa approaching about three quarter6 of 

fu;tl~~~' ~ti::~:~I'~~nflt no e:~'r;ri:!k:t seeing =~:~~i::?1011~!:i~~ts!~I:~¥~1;ih:~6cog: 
train, as he had written the day before for an engine to be sent the following morning to 
take a way tome wagyons. 

The effect of the collision was to cause the buffers of the first·class carriage to ovellide 
the huffers of the van and to brenk in the end of it; the body of the Flecond-clas.s carriage 
washroken two, the p~,rts of mbich wt!re thrown on o;Ach of line '.!Ome of the 
passengers fell through the framework and scrambled clear of the wreck themselves; one 
cnd of the third~ehss corriagc rested 410. framtwork of thft g(4cond~datls ,'"rriage, and 
the on the platform. The cnd the . ~2:lla.ge to prized out 
before the passengers eould be released. ~ 

Tht4 locomotive fbrer.n,m to thttt he genet4,Hy the ,:ml'ks six the 
morning, but that from the nature of his duties he cannot always attend, and it appears 
that when he is absent there is no one to check the time of the men, the men are not called 
10 their w()td by bell, :md at time thow' a re?!! calh4d of men oomini! on doty or 

?f th~e go~~§ off: .. The :~struc~ions ~~,the ~e!,ne~~,:re, ~hat w~~n th~!" rec~:~ an :~gine 
lnto ,he Smt'" th'r are "~, sec ,he r"n ulato, 18, Si~'" '" tb, bre"", scre fi "d d,,,, n, am, the 
enginff thm,rn oui of grnr. ~ adrnl~;ted that was olell arnnre it his 
duty.to have done all thi.s, and that cannot account for his not having done so. on ~this 
occaf440u; "" ," btHng ~t!rnded . . be . ' ,to seeo;"e an ~ng!!Hf t~m 
escapmg. 1 ile slumg on whlcil the engme i5tand15 115 on tile level, but the milm hile rues 
towards Donington at the rate of 1 in 180, so that the Mazeppa engine in passing out of 
the rhed OKt tho fnain mJIE3t havr? had ,nucn inclioe to mount hofore ,,,,'U.,,n'" 
on to the incline of 1 in 180. 

The jury on the inqu~.stbave returned n verdict of manslaught.er ~n8t J08eph Thomp­
~on. Therr can no doubt the rrcape the onginr4 was to hir carE'l±'2:8nel',r, first, 
in neglecting the instructions he had received with regard to the working parts of the 

:o~:zi'n:d 8'}~'::;~~:'iiir!S hc.rdly '~~~in the t:~~~ ;:b:~ITi~;;l foraEa en~:c4~!u;~O~:~~ 
stolen away nnperceived~ 

Thompson received a ,'ery high character from his employers for steadiness and good 
conduct, and that mlly have grmernlly de~e!"Ved it I do not qneRtion but in the c1rt'±um­
stan(40n att*fnniing this :I(4fIiden~, it will be p*'r*~ivrh that he n!'glected to do ft)ur thing:3, 
which is rather a large amount of neglect on the part of a steady man. :First, he did not 
shnt rebulaton 43econd, he not throw enbine 04tl, of gc'(,n ; he ?Jid not terew 
down the break; and fourth, he went away before he was relieved, and for this 1118t neglect 
I hold the locomotive department in a great measure responsible, in not maintaining a suffi­
cient nupenriiiion, It ahto~ar8 that t.he for(?zmm Clmk,ot Ithnays ?,ttend the morninii, and 
in his absence there is no one to exercise a control; under such circumstances, thc steadiest 
men will take liberties. In the present instance it nppears that one m!m left ten minute~ 
befort~ tim04, 4zud oth::o did bot COm4; till It"1 minutes [after knuing intHoal of 
twenty minutes without anyone t.o look after the engine, the result of which WI\8 t.hat a 
seri,r!,:: accidnnt Hnd theso men assured thot thein ha",? been 
detect~'<l pUlm::hed, is improbable t.hat the cumbinatl<.m of circumstances of one man 
going away before time and the other coming after time would have accrued to produce 
the rn::'JiderR4L 

I had much conversation on the subject of the necessity of a closer supervision of the 
wo~~en with ~he, manager of th~ 1!'0rthern ~visi?~ of the Lo~?on a~d North Westem 
RaiEnn,.y, his ::iHlWS nnd mmo ddferrd cOlkElldeh'nt,Ly on the sntiJect, fIe c'::##ubatted the 
efficacy of a closer supervision and check!! on the workmen, and maintained the principle of 
seenring their attention making it their Self interest to do their duty stn""tly without 
watr'hing; that that of eondnrt woulh l"cutn thent to a higben 4'rad£', Thl3 
principle is an exceUent one, combined with an efficient. control over the men a;'d tl~e power 
of the itefidiness does exirt; W€iZkting cknlent, T beliet'e, it 
ClUUiot be dcpende,l un, more eE'pecially, as in this instance, where very young men are 
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employed, it has failed, and a5 the questiun is une which invulves the public safety, 
present system calls for at least serious consideration if not revision. 

I &c" 
GEO. WYNNE, 

Capt. Royal Enginee'rll. 
Captain Simm07ls, R.B., 

~c, ~c, 

llailtm:zy Deptlrtmtmty Boai'd of Trade, 
SEE" YYhit;E&!ui;ll, J;E&7:!e 28, 1852" 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Pri vy Council for Trade to transmit 
to !:!:{Su a {y?SPV a ha;E&;E& rec?7:ived office? a.ppointed theltnto in~ 
qutte into iIJld r~port upon the accident wInch occurred Oil the Shropshire n.ion Railway 
on the 28th May, and request that you will bring to the earnest attention of the Directors 
th+s ifshsel¥lsi,ioD/¥ sS4lntairg,d thTsTcin resps",ct in the of mSSSf emplifsyed 
the locomotive establishment. 

I have, &c. 
Tlk¥ 8ecr¥fI7£ry of fhe J" A" YIMMO:f~S, 

'London and North Western Railway Company. Capt. Royal Engineers. 
I 

L07U!/ftr£ andlVorti£ !Vesi¥¥?k RailssSay, Yis'neral zVanZ4"per's 
SIR, . Euston Station, Julg 23, 1852. . 

IN reference to your letter of .. the 28th of .J une last, I beg to enclose you c.opy of 
a :z"inute the Inz:omnfl:rrze snFH~omknittee the y;:.lth in£:t:mt. 

I have, &c. 
(J.;'4ptain Simmo'!1."~S R.R·s MARK Hm:SH. 

t,· 

LOINI1,O:fi .ANn NORnE W.B::fTER:r:y HAII,EAY. 

Ertractfrom the Mi7IUtes of the Locomotive Sub-Committee, Liverpool, July l3tlt 1852. 

P...:EAD the report of the Goyernment Inspecwr to Board of Trade, on the 
accident upon the Shropshire Union Railway, on the 29th day of May. 

went: of that the vf'hu;',ble £EggeBtions (Lontaintt'd the,::;:n wern 
entitled to, nnd should have, every attention, particularly that wherein it is recommended 
that no l'!"i!ponsihle man in the locomotive department should ]e.a.ve hiB P08t until relieved 
by :moth<.:t; and Mr. WtLt instn£Lcted see that f(teeman fErry Uilt thit 
order. 

ApPENDIX No" 55" 

SOUTH EASTERN RAITWAYi 

llailu:ay Department, Board of Trade, 
SIR, White/Zall, March 12, 1852. 

I EAVE honour ;E&cqu;:int yn:ls for of of 
mittee of Privy Council for Trade, that I have inquired into an accident that occurred on 
the 31st Decemher at the Bricklayers Arms stz'ltion of the South Eastern Railway, OC'l'l~ 
sionnd by the t£;wLtder of kiD h£1:Tzing 1::':£7:n thrown the in through a pf:ir 
of facing points. 

The f,~'!!"win't "re circmostano;E&21 the OCCm"S"ed • 

At th~"':Brickiayers is, rms <;t.ation there IS but one platform for "'~;rivi~g and departing 
trains, which is on the down line, the up trains therefore have to pass on to the down line 
to ;E&t2ach platt~)rm. [:nd is e:ffi£(~ted men,n.s of thronyh cr:::t.Bing ll<:twe€~n the 
add down line!! about a quarter of a mile from the station; a train coming on to the down line 
immediately after' passing through t.he crossing encount.ers a p!lir of f'wing points leading 
1<" en";"e aDtLf "t a yaszLfz farzhar on set PO;dZl lea.'·::'lg tn a 
siding; tr~as at the flr;t-named p~i~ts th;; the accident occurred. '''' 'S" ". 

All arrinal trksins up th::: 81tatie::f1 platform fnithou!. their and' corz:rr:rr:rr-
quenee tb", engille .ita tender is det:i8.:;;;hed from rest of the train a short disUille~ 
from the through crossing on the up line; it is therefore necesSary in order that the engine 
mny get :.:@0Jar of the e::rriagt:t that it .. p8£:t the and t4kke fat.;itr:g 
points at a higher speed than under ordinary circumstances wuuld done; at the second 
pair of facing points the engine leaves the main line. 

On thn ~iUZl of" the &>:":::lent eUihz:.e W7;E&7 detanhed i4k yhe UE3U31 mnnuer, Htd 
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pa!!8ing '.through the' {irst set of' points the driver saYl5he felt the pOints spring, and imme-

:~~~~e~~h!ht~~:[~:~n~~f~r wf'~::y~h~o rnilg.~:'l was thc~':r7~::~t !:~~.rol:i:~~~,a~::~:!::>t~~ 
g4 
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