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awny seaweed, &o.  There is o gate ab the high road

side of the railway, bui the gate ab the beach side of
the railway had been taken away h{yﬂ the Company, and
the railway ab this place was not fenced off' from the
Deaeh.

The remains of an old boundury wall, which di-
vided the beach in front of Mr. French’s domain from
the hesch at the side of the railway, ave still to be
found ; but this boundary wall is open in places, and is
altomether useless to confine cattle.

The cow had strayed from My, French’s domain,
through a gap in this wall, along the beach at the side
o the railway, and had entered on the railway by the
old gateway. I'rom thence it had walked down the
line, grazing in the brushwood and long grass at the
side of the line, until it was overtaken and killed by
8.5 a.nw train.

The Queenstown branch of the Great Sonthern and
Western Railway runs through deep rock cuttings,
crosses several estuaries, and consists throughout its
whole length, of eurves, by which the view of an
engine driver is vory limited. The high rocks at the
sides of the ling, and the estaaries that the roilway
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crosses, ave very dangerous obstacles, for o train thyy
ﬁm.s ol the ling, to encounter.  The lenving is de-
cient in several places, and here and there the sleeperg
are not boxed up with ballast. T would strongly g
the Company to have these defects remedied at once |
as it is probable that & second accident of a simily:
kind wi[l be attended with mueh more dissstroyg
effects, 1T would also suggest that all trains should he
run with break vans at the tail of the trains. It ap-
pears that a teain belonging to this Company ran ovey
and killed 13 or 14 head of cattle, some time since,
near Chavloville, and that the only damnge that the
Company had to pay for was the value of the eatile,
Such immunity from serious loss, is ealenlated to in-
duce sn impression that running over esttle is not
attended with danger. 1 would saggest that Capi,
Tyler’s report on the Hunstanton secident should be
sent to the (Jmnpany for their perusal ond information,
I have, &c.,
F. H. Ricr,
Lieut.-Col, R.E,

The Seevetary
Board of Trade,
Raitway Department,

Copies of the above report were sent to the company on the 8th J uly.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

M anchester,

26¢h June 1871.
Iy compliance with the instructions contained
in your minute of the 25th ultimo, T have the honour
to report, fov the information of the Board of Trade,
the result of my inquiry into the cir¢umstances which
attended the ecollision, that ocecurred on the 19th
ultimo, near the Miles Platting station, on the Lanea-
shire and Yoricshire railway,

In this casa the 9.25 am. passenger train from Bury
to Manchester eame into collision with the § a.n.
special goods frain from Normauton to Oldham Road,
220 yards on the east of the Miles Platting station
gignal,

The Miles Platting station iy a mile and a half to
the east of Manchester, on the main line of the
Lancashire and Yorkshive Railway. Tt is protected
by a station-sienal on the passenger platform, and by
o distant-gignal, 560 yards from the station-signal, and
visible for upwards of 700 yards. The gradient falls
towards Miles Platting from the east at the rate of
1in 150,

On the day in question, the passenger tran lefi
Bury at 9.32, seven minutes late, and the Middlaton
Jjuuction, 84 miles east of Miles Platting, at 9.53,
vight minutes late. It consisted of an engine and
tender, an empty vegetable-waggon, and five carriages.
The earvinges were all coupled together with Fay's
continvous breaks.  In approaching Miles Plutting
the engine-drivor found the distant-signal al danger,
He had previeusly shut off his steam, and he dirested
his ficeman to apply the tender break, and whistled
for the guard’s breaks, us soon as he eame in sight,
simultaneously, of the distant-signal, and of the goods
train which stood 340 yards within it. He also
reversed his engine, and re-applied his steam, about
100 yards after pussing the distant-gignal, on finding

(hul the train did not lose speed as he expected it
10 do,

The gnard was looking out from his break-earvinge,
and saw that the distant-signal was at danger when
he was about 500 yards from it. He applied his
break in the ficsy instance genily, sud he twned if
“hard on" us he approached the distant-sipnal. He
found it aeting well until, on getting inside the distant-
signal, he applied sand to the rails, end gave the
break-wheel another turn; and thon he heard and
felt that the break gaye way. His break dcted after
this on the van ouly, aud he kept on applying sand
untii the engine struck the goods train ab z speed of
about live miles an hour,
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The engine of the passenger train was rutmning
tender first, and both buffers of the tender were
knocked off during the collision. No damage was
done to the carriages. TFive passengers have com-
plained of injury.

The goods train which thus stood in the way of the
passenger train lad veached Milea Platting three
minutes previously. It remained on the main line
while the waggons were being sorted, as there was no
meang available for puniting it out of the way into a
siding, Eleven waggons, with a break-van behind
them, were for this reason left in the way of the
passenger train ; and of these, the van and one of the
wazeons wore damaged.

There are nearly 400 trains passing through the
Miles Platting station in the course of every 24 hours,
aud the secommodation ab the station does not admit
of the goods trains being kept elear of the main lines,
and out of the way of the passenger trains. 1 have
on other oceasions been obliged to draw attention to
this subject. Cortain alterations and additions nre in
progress, bul much more is required belore it can
be expocted that the passenger traffic can be worked
cither punctually or safely throngh the station. A clear
roud for the passenger trains, nml a good telegraph
block-system, which is, I believe, being provided, En‘
the safer working of the traffic, are both required
before this desirable consnmmation ean be wrrived
at,

The more immediate canse, however, of this collision
was the failure of the break-apparatus. It appears
that when the guard gave the extra turn, above
referred to, to his break-wheel, the small arm of the
break-shaft, which connected the hindermost hreak-
carringe with that which was next in front of it, was
fractured.  "This portion ol the apparatus, about ':"3
inches long, and econtnining an eye and o toothe
wheel, [uiled at the hollow part next to the eye, where
the metal was abont seven sixteenths of an ineh thick.
It was made of a metal called “ malleable east-iron ™
and Mr. Fay proposes to eonstruct these pieces in futare
either of solid wrought-iron and Lrass, or else of steels
It does not appenr, howover, that any such portion
has proviously given way in the same manner, s
the section of fracturo on this occasion hardly ex-
hibited & favourable example of the material,

1 have, &e.,

The Secretary, H. W, TyLez.

( Railwa artment
Boardv of Trade. )

Copies of the above report weve sent to the company on the Tth J uly.
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