CALEDONIAN RAILWAY.

Board of Trade, Railway Department,
8, Richmond Terrace,
9 Whitehall, London, S.W,,
S1g, 16th February, 1906.

I mave the honour to report for the information of the Board of Trade, in
compliance with Order of the 2nd January, the result of my inquiry into the
circumstances under which a collision occurred at 8.29 a.m. on the 27th December,
1905, at Milnwood Juncdon on the Caledonian Railwa :

In this case as the 7.55 a.m. passenger train ex Lanark to Glasgow was approaching
Milnwood Junction, the signals being lowered for it, it ran into a light engine which was
standing on the main line at the home signal. Fourteen passengers and three servants
of the Company (viz., the two drivers and the guard of the passenger train), were injured
by the collision. Nome of the injuries were serious, except that sustained by the
driver of the light engine, who was scalded by steam owing to the breaking of the gange
glass of his engine. This man is still away from duty, and was unable to give evidence
at m Yy guiry.

The light engine (No. 522) was a six-wheels-coupled goods engine, with a six-
wheeled tender, and was travelling with the tender in front.  The total weight of the
engine is 75 tons 5 cwt. Fortunately the brakes were not on, and the driver had given
Lis engine steanr immediately before the collision occurred, otherwise the effects would
bave been much more serious.

The train consisted of engine No. 83, a four-wheels-coupled bogie pussenger engine
running chimney first, a six-wheeled tender, five bogie carriages, and two six-wheeled
carriages, the total weight of engine and train being 214 tons 2 cwt. It was fitted
throughout with the Westinghouse continuous brake, and its speed at the time of the
collision was about 20 miles an hour,

.The engines met chimney to chimney, and were both seriously damaged.  The
stationary engine had both frames and cylinder covers broken, and the smoke-box déor
and front of smoke box staved in.  The passenger engire had its bogie destroyed, one
axle broken and frame bent, besides other minor damages.  The leading carriage of the
train was very badly broken, and the two next carriages were also damaged, but not to
the same extent.  For full particulars of damage to engines, rolling stock, and permanent
way, sce Appendix,

Description.

The direciion of the railway between Braidhurst and Milnwood Junetion is approxi-
mately North and South.  On leaving Braidburst the railway is level, and has an easy
curve to the left for a length of 520 vards, after which it is straight for some distance
beyond Milnwood Junetion, the gradient being a rising one, with inclinations varying
from 1 in 200 to 1 in 220.

The distance from Braidhurst signal-box to Jerviston Junction box is 934 yards,
and from Jerviston Junction box to Milnwood Junction box 735 yards. Between
Braidhurst and Jerviston Junction there are two lines of rails, and between Jerviston
Junction and Milnwood Junction four lines. At Milnwood there are several junctions,
but the only ones to which reference need here be made is that to the right, leading - to
Bellside, and that to the left, leading to Bellshill, while the straight lines go to Mossend,

The light engire was on its way to Bellside, and the passenger train to Bellshill.
The light engine was standing on the down west line, at the down home signals which
govern the junctions of the three routes just referred to.

The signal boxes at Braidhurst, Jerviston Junction, and Milnwood Junetion are
provided with the usual block instruments for each line of rails, and also with route
indicator bells, by means of which the signalmen are informed what the destination is of
any train or engine which is approaching.

The following rules have a bearing on the case :—
General Rules and Reyulations.

55 (a.) In case of detention at a home, starting, or advanced starting signal, the engine-driver
must immediately sound his whistle, and, if still detained, the guard, shunter, or fireman must






