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SOUTH EASTERN AND CHATHAM RAILWAY.

Board of Trade (Railway Department),
8, Richmond Terrace, Whitehall, London, S.W.
29th March, 1913.
SIR,

I mave the honour to report, for the information of the Board of Trade, in
accordance with the instructions contained in the Order of the 13th March, the result of my
inquiry into the causes of the collision which oceurred on the 11th M.u-ch about 2.4 p.m.,
at Ramsgate Town Station, on the South Eastern and Chatham Railway.

In this case, the driver of the 1.55 p.m. up passenger train, from Margate Sands to
Ashford, was unable to stop his train at the proper place, and collided with a brake-van ’
standnur at the buffer stops.  The blow knocked away the stops, and broke up the brake-
van—{]rlﬂnﬂ it across the footway hehind them, and partly through the end wall of the
station.  Nine passengers complained of shock or slight injuries. Some of the brickwork of
;:he wall fell on a girl, as she was entering the station, with the result that she was badly
hruised.,

The passenger train comprised a tank engine (No, 324) with four coupled wheels
and a trailing bogie, running chimney first, and the following stock :—

No. 681. G-wheeled brake-vau.

No. 1060. 8-wheeled bogie composite brake.
No. 1032, 8-wheeled bogie composite coach.
No. 1048. 8-wheeled bogie third class brake.

The engine and train were fitted throughout with the vacaum automatic brake, working
blocks upon " the four coupled engine wlwcls and upon all the wheels of the cu.lchlntr
stock, with the exception of the centre pair of wheels of the six-wheeled van. The brake-
van and brake compartments had each the usual valve for applying the continuous brake,
and also hand wheels for the manual application of the brake blocks to the wheels of the
respective vehicles.

The brake-van standing at the buffer stops was empty, and had six wheels.

A detail of danage to stock is given in Appendix {

Description.
Al
Margate Sands and Ramsgate Town ave both terminal stations, with buffer stops at
the end of each of the pl.niurm Imem The approximate distance between the stations,
from buffer stop to buffer stop is 33 miles.

The train in question starts fmm Margate Sands, and travels to Ramsgate Town,
Here the engine is unhooked, and another engine is attached at the opposite “end of the
train, which hauls it, via St. Lawrence and Minster, to Ashlord.

It will not be necessary to deseribe the lay-out ut either of the two stations concerned.
The railway throuchout is double, the eastern of the pair of lines being reserved for up
traflic.

An up train after leaving Margate Sands Station has tn mount gradients of 1 in 80

and 1 in 100, which extend e mmmrauslv for rather over two miles. The road then falls
for a distance of three-quarters of a mile at 1 in 100 and 1 in 115 5, with a short streteh
of level, There [:~Iln\\- a rising gradient, with an inelination of 1 in 264, extending 990
yards to Ramsgate Town Station Yard. Through the yard there is a mn of 308 yudh

__u|

to the bufier stops on the level.

Measured from the buffer stops at Ramsgate Town, the distances to the
undermentioned places, signals, &e., are approximately as follows :(—

Bank top (2] miles from Margate Sands) o .. 1 mile 858 yards
W hitehall luuuunn ap (llstaut signals ... 1,700
Whitehall Junction up home signals ... a1y

o 3 g I a7,
Ramsgate Town up distant signals ... i
Whitehall Junetion signal-box (closed at the time) ... 883,
Ramsgate Town up outer home signal ... oo 480 ,,
Ramsgate Town signal-box .., e 305

End of No. 1 platform ... . 170






