
' rchtiirg to ACCI DEKTS .m RAILWAYS. . .' 
. . . .  . . 

. That the gaa&6F the h;il train bi! rcpri&andrd.' ' . 
v .  

. . That tlis cngincn~un i t ~ i c l  firernan ~f thc mail tivin Lc pmsecuteil, 
That I .  r i i  (t ltc runidont .'n@nccr and qupcrint~rrdent of ' the &p). he ' 

. . . instructed to constilt yith Mr. h c k e  (the c~gincar-in-chief) as to ~lre b&t descrip- . . . tiou of standard sigtid, or t o  PI-OIWSC some other, plan eqtlally cffeaive. . . 
That in addition to. the u a u d  tail limp, a re3 Imp ,  bc placcd,on each side of tlic 

. lost si~rriagc of (!wry train." 
. . . . 

r , . Ihc question of an altcnlti61 to tlw boxes as lwesest al' usc 011 this line af railway: . . .  js under the consideration or the cli'rcctors; . . 

. . 
. S. Laing, Esq. 

, &C.. &c. . 

No. 13, . 

I HAVE the honoui to s u h i t  the following kcporf, rciativc to'tlre f&d :ac.ci&t which . . 
occurred yesterday on the Great \Vcsturi~ Itailway. . . 

At half-past (I o'clock A. M. a. gmls-Irili~l was desp~k~rcct from tlru ~ u d & l ~ t o a  tern~fi!us, '. 
drawn by the I-Iecla engiac, and tlli,a 'train consisted of' 17 ivilggotis, two ciirrisgcs for t liinl- . ' ' 

- clks ~asstngers, and a station truck. , . 
There wcre two . guards with h. train, and it appears . from t hair stote&n~ t.hqt. the . 

. . carriages wc&c.placed in the widcr-.me~itjoncd order :- 
The Hecla, six-ahwlcd couplcd eilgina. 
The. tel~der on six wh'cels. . . 
A third-class -carribge 011 six vrbeelx. 
A tlkird-class carriage on four ivhccls. , 

A station truck on four whecis. 
And 17 goods-waggons cl~icflp on four \rlacls. 

r rbonlas Rcynolds, rvlio is ~aprusentd tu mc by Mr. Seymouf C1a1-kc; the tedjtunr-super- . 
intenderit,. to be a steady ~l~iill, was the driver of the ticclu, qncl ha had o fircn~an with him. 

Georgc Hassnm, the first guard, was iri tlic leidillg thi,rd-class citiri+,,and, .Guorge rlyres, 
ihe second guard, was in onc of t l~c hiader goods-waggons. 

I liavc not learnt thi~t any~l l ing  particular lrappnrvl bctwaoa &o~idon and l'wyfoord; but-. 
. . :I find that the train 10 n!islltc~ bellincl t i m e  ili leaving that stiltion, as it did not start , till 40 minutes, instead of, 30 miaetcs G, rvlrich. might lend io the co~~cl l~sio~l  t h t  ill1 

urdue velocity was uscd. . . 
The distitnce from thc Twyford t,o the Rending .&tat ion is about live mika, and uboilt-. mid- 

.\*ay between them tlicrc is u cutting tl~roc~g!,~ a clay and .grnrclly formntion ui' 1; or u milc in ' 

h g t h  aud.of the estremc depth uf 60 feet. 
. . 



l \  awued w ~ t ~ ~ t l t t d  y i t l~ .  'NJC~ ,  i u ~ \  i!it~l&~h I ? I P  $~11*1il  th*i~i~,ngi. is to tlir routh.of tllc 
.i*st t hg. SI i l l  I h(& ~i~pcrincrrn~ bwt rwiglit 0 1 '  a qmrt ion of t lic illass n ;IS in irilrt ?iustnitu.d hy rlw 
soil 1 I~ilt Ilils triwr) \txy. ilowcrcr ! i ~ i i  tcld t I I : I ~  i t  I I ~ I S  nl~willed in, tllr stati.. in which it 
IWS j ilst b ~ h ~  t lie i l ~~ jdc l \ t  for nci~rly two pitrs, a ~ d  it "lily t lwdorc bq pr rs~~~i i td ,  1 h(.. b11t. 
. Cor silch cskcssivti ril'in i1s i v r  , 11:li.c hid during this 1 o t ~ t ! ~ l n ~ ~ ;  t h ? '  $opt\ ~~o? i l d  ad:: liuvc giwtr ' .  

. . . . I .  way. . .  . . . 'l 

' I r~adcrstanrl.tl,at 'wbrknwn.lm*r hc*cil ocniiotmllp ctnpl+xl in t i ~ d  Sunnin~-hill Cuttiag; ,. 

in rc j~~ir iog sligb! slips o< h t  dcsrri,,ija~l. to wl~ialt id1 railwhys'lri'vc olelate. bei.11 subjxt. but. 
-that owii~g to i l ~ u  i11lq)k ~i-idtli that t l ~c  t*~ig i~~cL;~* . l~d  ' :llliwt*tl. I ) c ~ w ~ ? c I I .  tile dope aad !hc rails, 
l !~r 'h t t  cr ~ I ; I W  tawr brlbnb h c t l  t*o\.~:~@t?d,', and i h c ~  dbt*~ Irrl rrcni U, llil~i* h 1 1  Brl'itt~ ' 
I'FaSOl! rvatdli~tg.  his sut l ing at ili# !h o! 11vr pnrts of t lint*; 

r B' , l  h sli'l) tiiost. lwrc inppnrrd Batwer*~~ ~ I I V  p;lssinp of the: p y w l i ~ ? g  goods-tri~in bt  1 o'clurk 
;\.N., ~ I N I  tl\,* iIrri\.i,\ U!' t l ~ t  tg w ~ ~ i c d t  111~ ;~ccidv~tt Jlil]~!jet\(YI it1 ; ~ J O \ I ~  :l q11art.cr')~etbri- 7 +&r.  . 

C 1 1 his i ~ ~ ~ c i c l c ~ ~ i t ~ ~ o ~ l i l  n,dr llnvfi brctt ~~rt~Ciwtetl Lif tllo linc~bwii~g bem niorc clowly wotclad, 
T6r rrl~irll. ;I$. 1 l~; tvi .  i h l ~ & l ~  sitill, tl161-c (l  b l  not rivm 10 Jl:i re.bec!~ ;I liy llrgcnt ~icccssity ; Ih~t. . 
it. might. \~:rn! ~ E C I I  rt*~ld(;rid lrss ilrt~ial!i~l itr it*; coitkqaerw~k i f  t h ~~~rssc11gcr:enwi;i~t~s itnil . ' 

. the ~ V a y p w  of this tn~i'o.!~iil, in c611hrnlity wil l t  the rceonlni~~cliit'iu~~ i l l  I I ~  rcporl 01: ela! 1:hh 
Oetihr ,  I S40 ,(ill rrfcrwct: 10 I 1w ?-l 1111 .;,1,11 Syll?\. ix.crLltw~), b y r i  propi-ly pi-ovblvtl . with 
' ht~f f~~$ .  ' 111 l hat a11 d in  ,sr~l$q.ww~ loe,~x)rtr, y ~ ~ i l  ill 1 y  cvitlei~t:& !,diorr 1 1 1 ~  Schct. Co~t~t i l i~  t 
OS 1 h* I~OI ISP  of Coniinol~s on n~ilwsyr,.'ol' i he iloking session ol' t1:d l a s t  1%rl/a11mlt, I rccom- 
~~acr~ded th:it cevv.rY citrrk\:c: r~~tt?ting..w'itll it ~)i lskcn,n~r- t~i i  rliol~ld !,c ~~rovicltd with s11ri11,~ 
)~tl!Ii?m. .*l%erc! can 1,c ,qui.ztiorl t l ~ : i ~  t 1 1 ~  inttwgity 01' tllc l o w  011 t ho two passc~~gc~r-c;ir- 
ringtsbol' ycslrrlhy's tri~ifl \ \o I I !~ ,  1ia.w Iwun n~tlcli c\i~iii~~ir;l~t\~.!l if' ~vcil tllur: crtrriagc~ n!ow !!ad . 

I)WII so pro\.ic!;d, i t t l ( l  i t  \ro\~Jd I ~ i ~ w ~ l w ~ i ~  s~ill 11101'(* ' ~ ( I I I c c ~  .if' tlw sti~~ioti;treick i111d :I paq)or-. 
. ti0t1 of: l h rvii~got~s hid h r i ~  :l140 l h t d  with spring he)k . ' . 

r * 1 Rrat* spring 1)ufI;rs. I am it\ritrr. ;,W tbslrasi~v, but I still think that. it '  sliortltl' h pr+ar~l 
. \  . . . 

,' ' 



. .. 
' In y c h i s i o n ,  1 .Iwg"tn o\rscrrii thi~t in my opinio:? passengers &dulc~ not . brr enri*i"tl ' s i t t~  . ''. ' . 

lleary. I~i:fii~gc tri~i~l*. liw. i.~id!~l~i*nclt~lit. ot' otl i~r  ohj ectipns to this syst t;m, the dit'ngcr i i  . . 
ir~cwi~s'rl try t la .nl~nnr  of itrrwt.in< . I ~ I V  pxgrt-~s  01' tlic it*i~.in, not i l l  h e  prupol2io11 to 

. . it~.tvcight. . . .  . .  . . . . 

. I I1;1vc,'&.c.~ . . . : ' : . .  
I % ~ E I ~ I C  SMITH. Lt.-(hl. ,R.#.. . 

' 'k l h d  of l l i p ~ t .  . . 1 ~lsp&tor-Gcacriil ol' I.ii~ilyi\_\.~. 
' &c. ki. &v. , . . .  . . 

. . . . . . SIR, . . . oi' ~ & l e ,  D L ' C ~ I I I L W  $3. .I S l I .  . . . . . .. 
' , .WSTII r(*t'c*rb~icc.to,~tl,w Iat't*.i'ittitl iiL(:i,ht "11 tlie GrAi tVtistt:rn J<idw:~y, 1 im iIi~-ix*ttd; '. . , ' 

.. ' ' 

,. kc. to inforiu. J W ~ I  111at Sir F'. , h i t  11 I l i t ~  rcportcd. 1.0. ' 1  11cir ~IAbrtIsliip, at~iytg 01 her poit~ts , . . . . 
iv i s iq  out of the ievt+tigi~tiot.i with .\v(.jlicI~ hc'wls c I I ~ v ~ c ~ .  tliiil. ia ;ill ~)r~bi i l j i l i t~  i l ~ ~  rc511lt 01' . 
the accident would h a w  b u c n  aiwh Its* tlisa,,tnw il'. t llo ~ ) a ~ s c n ~ d i ; - c i ~ ~ r i i ~ ~ t ! ~  .a id  \\riiggoll~'. 
furn~ing tltc twill !lad hcrm prori(ln1 ivitli  spritie 1~1t l J i~~ .  '11 C JLIIS f i ~ ~ ~ t l ~ ~ ~ ~ : r ~ : ~ ) o r t . c ~ l ,  a 1lliib 1 . 1 ~  . . , . 

. tbid-cl;~& mrringw !I$ OH tlid ocrasi.o~l oT-tI~c i~eridcnt \ v i m  tml. or"s~~c*ll a ct~astnlrtioll i i ~ ,  , 

t lie p~iblic hail a right 1 o ~ x p c t ,  l i i ~ i l ~ :  sides iuid iw1s wrly t\vu livt a40yi. I lw floor, so that a . 
pwmn stnndizrg up ziilirr ~vl~cli ille..?raia is ~idcsj~ccicdly pi11 ill. tuotion or . s ~ u p p d ,  i s ,  i f  ituitr * 

the sidu or end. in ywrt h ~ g c r  o f - b ~ i ~ l g  il~rown' olit, of t  ht- i:ilr.rii~irc~ an$ ~ h r r  sittit~g wilr t I I C  . . 
P . . 

~idcs.;irc ulw i t ,  ili~tlgcr ol' t'iilli1.q ; besides wliiyh, tlw esi)imrc~ to t l ~ i b  cit[tit~g wi~icis cil' ~ lw.  
wintur nn~st 'hc I ..h+ 111ii1rjoa.r to t l iu  irarcllrr, arm, if y w w t l i ~ l g  fr&ll 1,011do11 10 ilristd. - . 
ohcn' m i t i n ~  espo?.vl Tor 10 or, 12, hoorS, and grcl!t pirl of which is in t hc niglit -1 i6lc.*' A I I ~  . 
he stutos that tl~c Grcnt. 1Vcstcr11 I.+il\nky Cunlpu~iy s),iotlltl bc i i l l~lidiiltrly n ~ c o ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ i r ~ r l q l  to 
nlt.cr tlrk constr~~ctioi~ o!' tlit:iriliirtl-cl~sa ~ar~iiigcs, ' U I ~  10 @CC tlid silles w t l  cn(h  i\ Iwigl~t 01' ' 

' itt I C ~ I S I  ~ I I S  find $S ~IIC\II'S ;IIJQVI' f ];C fhor." . . . 
I v 

. I llrr rc;cornrntwb~tio,ui. viz .  ~ I I ; I ~ ,  the.' lirigl~t of t l ~ c  ridcs a k l  e!dx ol'rtl~c third-cl;nr . , . . . 
~ W - C I I ~ C ~  c i t r r i i ~ ~ 6 ~  d~o~t l i l  in. riisccl, nttd (llat all st1c.11 ci~rriegcs sIiod.d i,r*iittrcl iritli sprir~g , . . . . . 
balfcrs. nppiDar ta their i . ~ ) r ( l J ~ i p  so ilnportit~a tlli~t tlay think it. tlwir duty to: erg6 tlirt~l ;11 . . S  . . . . otwc llpor~ f 111. attcut ion vol' t h e  Directo!.~. Ic;~vil~g t.o?ii lii111rc ,p~riorT:wcli lirrl hive ohscrvc!tio~!s ;is . . 
n fill1 ronsidontion of tltr circ~~rpt;ltrci.a cb~~licctul wit11 thr i~c~i ( l~ i l t .  illitJf w ~ c ~ * s t .  . , 



S; Laiag, Esq., 
&C. &c. . 


