oo dedbway Deparement, -
i C Board af Trede,):
RRNEOT WWkitehetly 3rd-August I8TL.
i eomplivtiee with the instruetions. contained”
inuto-of this duyy I'have the homowr to
iyt for the inforntation ‘of the Boavd of Trade,
elol'tfv' b of my inquiry into‘tlie civcumstances which
l‘fi‘?',"i‘“d the aecident that ocenived lust evening. at
f,tﬂl“.islx Censington: station; which s now the joint
2 ")IGCII + of thaMetropolitan:and Metropolitan Distuict
?q]['-vhy-00111_!)-“'“i““-’" ot bon b s
i his caso tho 8:20  pan. Metropolitan: Distriet
gy’ tiain frour the Mansion Honge to Moorgube

et

~came itito collision; st the entrance of the' tunngl
west end of the South Kensingtoiv station, with
16 pan Motropolitan -Compsny’s: train < frout
wito Strest to South: Kensington, ‘as- the - Ingtor
i wos crossing ‘the lne by wvhieh the former train
iy starting from: thg' station. - ‘-Tlnrﬁy—onf:-p_zk*ssengnrs,

ipally in the train ‘I:rqm Moovgnte Stréat, wnd a
said, were more-or less injuredi - o
Ad: tho- South Kensington «station theve nre: at
ix lines of rails, of whicli two sre main lines
Moorgate Street and the Meanslon House;
n betwoen High Streot, Kensington; and the
Tousa 3 While one, situatad between the two
2 y two T is 0. doek-ling, leading
iy thid: Moorgete Strech station ; il the sixth;
S north; is s dock-ling leading towards tho Mansion

‘thie el Tuly thore wite only two inin lines
i Mutropolitan Ruilway i nge thrgugh the Sonth
dudtilgFeon atution, ivhieh was opendd for teatlie undor
saniction of tligBenrd of Tindo i Dedomber 1868
ytwo Huos of paily only; but certain vorks
commienced in Maveh last,-with the view of eon-
ing ‘and enploying the othier four lingg thvough
lia sitdtion's i bhe junction botween the Metvo-
olitan aud this Métropolivan District - Redlvays: was,
' of the sehewe; seansforved: from thewest' ond
gast ond ofithe Biatidiict Fhe dock-ling on filie
Hiof thiostation his 'not yob beow bioaght into
bt wliat T sy eall, for thie: sako-aof - distinetion,
politan: Distriet lines throtigh thostation,
¢ Boon uged, without tha sanetfon of the Beard of
ey yhiact the - 3rd July§ and- the dock:lne: inter-
eidinte’ botweon the Matropolitan “and Matvopolitan
triet Ties, has bean used, @lso without-the sanetion
the Boned of Frade, sinco ‘the dst Argust, Tt is
hig lattor - dock-lhing, in eombinntion with the tiva
tropolitan: madii - fines o the worth ‘of the siation,
whicls I linyé-siow oveasion pastienlaily fo tefor; as
g to'is " cross-ovar tond, to-eoineot the tvo wwakn
It lias licew laid in tho twiiol on the west
s coitnenting thie dook-linawith the uy liie.
thenew airangenionts whove: daseribed; tha
“of thestgnildeabin appems- 1o, Have Cliden
I, wniel - thron sigials Have boen placed -on' o
oo theistird - platforny bietwean the Metvajolitan
8 Tingd and ‘thie " Motrapolitan doelc-lifie, ~ Phe
DS sigual’ of the three applies to & teain éberting
om Sonth Kousirigton' to Mootgzate Streot, the sdeorid
Bl applioy to il enging ‘procceding lu - the’ snine
ton, dnd the thied signal applies to an enging o
Buvnod ko 6 siding 4t the west end of the station,
S titarly, thore are two signals, the.one for- a train
Md the oilicy for-uit englie, spplying to_the Mattopo-
M ling viek, o' thie novtli plictfoii, to be wsed i the
‘SV%HE’OF i tain Boing stovted bidk towabds Mogigite
kg i and theve ave fwo ol signils,

YOOt fromi that line _
: ‘-;tf(“} one for ftipdd, and the other for Hi' Gigine,
p?E.Y tyrto the intermoediate dock-ting. . LS
lion o sighgl o - which T Liavo speoially to eall atton-
o Elh the uppérmost of the thra_p gignuls lleYB-l‘qul'“
o ¢ one th island platform, which was, as wotl, ag the
the Sguals ander it, conudeted with the signal-box in

© fitst fustancs in o e G By o
Wirgg ustauce in o temporney iannol, By moans of

cony

Seting ik with the hox by meauns of voda.,, . ...
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s pending tho more permanent- avrangeiment of

_ ibg
ETHROPOLITAN FAND MET RO‘P@EITAN:"DBSTRr@[[&‘-wRMwaysﬂ@QUm;L ot

STATION): * g

The - thres-signals. nro-stated to have worked. satis-
factorily with theiy (empovary conneetions; bt Messrs.
Suxby and Farmer (the manufieturers.of: the. signalsy
procéeded: yesterduy . worning, tho. 2nd Auguse, -fo
subatitute’ pevmanent rod-conneetions for tha - tem-
poviry: ‘wire-connections, -~ The vods from -the: signal
cabin: alotig the- dock-lne, hud slveady. been laid .in;
dnd-it wis edtinnted that the work which requived. to
be done, in - prapuring for and fixing - the. ceanks. and
conngotions. with the veds,.and. in “taking -sway the:
donnections betwoen the signaly and: the ivives, wwould

¢

vifcupy. about three hours.: U e e
+ Acforoman employad by Messrs. Suxhy. and Fapmer:
cumey aceordingly,. to - tho-station b6 s, yesterday,
and, aftér dommunieuting with the inspestoy and sig-
malman on duty, but without permission from- the
compnny; diseonnected  the signats from the wived by
-which they had thus been tomporarily worked; and begun:
to' make his ‘prepavations for putting in.the pormanent
connecbiony ;—expecting that those perniznent . con-
nections would arvive at the station by the time he
was vondy for them, - On finding. -that they. did not
arvive, the foreman agein communiented with thesignal-
man snd the inspector, and informed them that; heavas -
obligéd to leave the station; in-oxder to do somo work
which-wis urgently requived-on the Bavls Coart line,
whete: s officer of the Bored of Lrade wig oxpected
in the courso of the day; to ingpect: the 1w signals-ab
Addison Road, - 0o e T
e sighal-foreman veturned: to-thy South Kengings
ton Betition 86-2.3¢ pingbut found that the: pevinanent
gonnaetions were still wanting ; and he thevefore wens
oit with -other work ab the station until 6.30:in:the
avening;when they at longth.-arvived. - He ati anee
ot fo wark to attaeh them ; but: he-did -not complabe;
even the upper signel wntil 11.50 that - night, and it
was half past-two on the following morning befero : the
sehole of the tlitee-signals were. finished, . - O
“Aecording 1o tliostatenront: of thoinspector on duty,.
the foreman vedched:the station hetwemrsix nud-seven
Walovke-di the miorning; sud T then vdmionsibatod;- in
the first indtance, ageivist ‘the alterations Doing inide
‘ab all at g0 buiay o time; but the - foreman, . denies: thnt
suelt o vemtonsirance wad -minde 65 that-time by the
Angpestor. Thie nspector furthor states; that the-forg- .
man next: informed him that he “nmust” do tho: wotlk
in’ ncsordancs with. hiw instractions s and the inspegtor -
then said hiéshould hveey iy thut cusoy to-do the bost
e eounld i working with hand-signals in place of
“fixed signals. . 'Fhe indpector hogrd nothing: move. from
$he forerin befora hedvent wway from the stationyaud
‘was dieli sutiprised to find that e lind loftthesigials
s disconndcied state.  On' the votwin of: the foramuan,
“if 280 in " fhe aftevndog, the- inspeoetoir remonsteated
“agadn with lim for having gone away; - for -leaving
the signals disconiioeted; wid for haiving eaused -him
“to work for-so long & fime with hiaind- signals 3 and-he
“then asked litnd how [ong: it -would - take (o' finish «the
Bworks - The forotasn: veplied- that he-hid:. been: calied
‘wiviey o' othier: degent wotk;® and he- dould not toll
“iwhen the signals wonld-be completed,’ as hio wagustill
waiting for thie fitkifigs, - ‘The inspector- thon . thrent-
“ened to peport-Kim to the outadooy - superittendeant. of
“the ling; -and “ho mude: the following  veport. -before

,

lewving duty at -3 o'cloek :—' 0 -

© o MugrororiTan Ratnwaw., T
s Memorandom— 0 7 07 Aungust 2nd, 1871,
: : South Keusingtoi to King’y Crosg.”

"ot

o1 Lheg tovoport thiad My, Brxby’d taon éamie” thiy
,morning at "7 wan,, and discontioctod the up mufi fine
_ starting signal, and then they sil Loft: the station ‘dnd
the-signal discoimected, and nob sty of them' retutiied
o attond to it till 2 30 pim., ‘abd b donsequerice sl the
_up main ling trains had to he signalled. with ‘s fl

* feom the signgl hox, o IR

- 'j:_'t“_“'"Sh.; I S IR I
© Yours obsdiently, ¢

My -Crappe T, EXALE,
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The traffic worked withont aceident under this -

systemt (with heud signals) until about 8 20 in the
ovening ; and the inspector, who rolioved the provios
inspeetor at that bour, made it hus business, on find-
ing that the sigials were disconneeted, to stand st .thu
west«ond of the island phitform, mnd theve to aatisfy
himself] by closo observation _ut‘ the Imm’i-signnls_x nutde
by the signaimua, thah the ling was eleoir, before he
asllowed any feain for Moorgate Street fo leave the
station. He wus still teking this precention when the
8 oeloek train frem the Mansion House reached
South Kensington, and diew up at the st_ntion a8 19
or 8 20 pam,  Befors stariing this teain, he looked
towards the sighalman’s cabin, and sww & geeon light
thers displayed ; and he gave, aepm'dmg;ly, a‘mgnn; to
the guard, who communientud with LI}c stginéedriver
by his hangl-flag 0t 8 21 5 aued the train wng then puk
it motion, very nearly its proper time, for Moorgate
Street. : ) .

Fhis train consisted of » tank-engine and cight

corringes, of which tho two first and the three last
were fitted with continunous bresks. The eugine-
driver saw the groen Hght displayed fromy the signal
cabin, reccived the signel to start from the hand-flag
of the guard, and, knowing from his previeus journeys,
that the signals weve ont of cvder, le started in
obedienco to these instructions towavds Moorgate
Street. Fle had not gone many yards before he saw
two white lights on the head of aw eugine in the
tunnel, whick way erossing towards the up line, and
rpproaching the station in the opposite direction. o
shut off his steamn, reverscd his engine, whistled for
the breaks, re- applied his steam, and Lad already got
his train into backward motion before the engine of
‘the train from Moorgets Street came into collision
with it. The bufler beam of his engine was shattered,
bub the engine was not otherwiso much damaged ; and
neither the eagine nor any of the carriages were
thrown off the rails. .

The train from Moorgate Street consisted of a tank-
engine and four corvinges, of which the first and last
were break-oneriinges, It left Gloucester Road about
18 minutes late, snd the engine-driver, as he ap-
proached South Kensingtou, found the signals furned
off for him to run into the station, and the points of
the eross-over road in the tunnel set for him to run
from the down to the up line, which he had to cross
in order to resch the dock-line, IHe was approaching
the enst end of the tunnel st a speed which he esti-
maies ot five or six miles an howr, when he saw the
Lend light of the Motropolitan District train approach-
ing on the up line in the opposite direetion. -He was
abont to open his regulator, and to apply a little more
stean to jun into the station ; but, on seelng the
Distvict train, he reversed his engine, applied his steam,
and endeavoured to pull up.  The firewman and guard
had not time to apply their breaks, but the breaksman
in the front of the traiu had his break partiatly
applied.  The eagine-deiver considers that he had
onty 12 to 15 yerds of warning, sud thab bis speed
was therefore hardly reduced before the collision teok
place. The buffer-beam, buffer, and brackets, ss well
a8 the guard-iron and bogie of this engineg, were some-
what dnnaged, bub neither the engine nor any of the
earviagos lett the rails.  The bullers and rods of the
carriages were, howuever, move or less fractured, and, as
sleondy stated, 51 of the passengers, principally in
this train, a8’ well as the guard, have complained of
injury. i

There wers in the signal-cabin at the time of the
eollision two signalmen ;—one signalinan who had been
there and in’the previous eabin at the ssne stution for
about 10 mouths, snd who had proviovsly worked the
sipnals at the Notting Hiil Cate Station for 12
months ;—the other signalman, who had Leen employed
for two yoeurs in the Preaed Stroet cabin, and had beén
for four days learning the duty in the Smltl_t Keusing.
ton cobin.  The lattor, under the instruetions of tho
former, worked the points and signuls for admisting
he wain from Moovgate Street into the South Ken.
gington Station, nad for tuening it from the down to

66 .

the up line in the tunneli and while this frain wag
approaching, as they woro aware, in conscquence of
its having been telegraphed from CHoueester Rond,
the regular signalman divected hin mate to show
ved light to the train from the M{msion TXowse, which
had mesuwhile been admitted o and was standing
at the platform,  The lutter took hiz bhand-lamp, for
the purpose of so exbibiting & ved light, but he tnrned
the handle of the hand<lamp feom right to left, in
place of from left to right, as he should have dong;
and he thus exhibited & green instend of o ved Hght
ta the Mansion Houso teain,  The green light is used
at theso stabious, and on this railway generally, in place
of o white Hglht, as » signal to start or to proceod 1—it
boing eonsideved that, as all movements showld -ba
made with cnution, it is better not to exhibit a white
light to the engine-diivers, either in.the band-lamps or
in the fixed signals nsed on the line ; and s sigonal of
“ oll vight,” in place of & signal of * dangor,” was thuy
vivtually made to the engine-driver of the train for
Moorgate Strect, and to the inspector, who was also
guided by it in stavting that teain, -

The collision was, therefore, direetly caused by o
mistake of the signalman who was under instruotion
it the sigual esbin, and who, while deprived of the
use of thi fixed signaly, and of the locking-apparntus
by whieh theie action was controlled, exlibited, by o
tuen of his wrist in the wrong -divection, o sigua} to
start instead of o signal to stop to the engine-driver of
tho train for Moorgnte Strect.  T'ho mistako. could not
o been made i tho fixed signals and tlioir locking
apparatus had been in good working order, cither with
tomporury ov with permancnt nrsmvgements, beesuse
the lover, which aotuated the stavting signal for Moor-
gate Streot, would, in that cuse, have been mecharically
inmmovonble while the signals were down, and the
points were twned over, to sdmit the train from
Moorgate Strees across tho upeline to the dock-line,
The signalann mede o mistuke,—with o description of
hand-kam) whick is eapalde of improvement,—which
any man is liable to make under similay eiveumstances
and no blame can obviously be attached to the engine-
drivers of the tiains, who simply obeyed the signals
which were wade to them ; but the congtant and im-
portant traflic which is onivied on 2t Soush Kensing-
ton ought not to have been exposed to the risk of

aecident from sueh o mistake, pud purtisularly st so

dangerous & spot. The alterntions to the signals
should not have leen conunenced until after the
arvival of the necessary fittings, and should then have
been cuvvied out within the shortest possible time.
They should have been made during thie night, when
the tesios were not ranning, and not in the daytime.
The fuct of the siguals having been loft diseonnceted
for a whole day, from 7.0 s, to 110 pau, and even
230 the next movning, without the sanetion of the
company, by the mere ace of o foroman of the signal
manwfacturers, ot so fportant g station, indicates thut
some improvement is wanting in this respect; and 1
would submit, not ouly that the company’s permission
ghould, in such o cuze, be formully. obtaingd, bnt also
that the alterations should be esrried out wuder tho
supervision of a responsible officar of the company.
Phe crossing from the down-line, across the up-ling,
to the dook-line, being ko uwlkwardly situated in the
turmel, and being subject to so mueh traffie, it ep-
poars (o be further ilesivable that it should, by an
altered eonstroction and laying out of the station, be
avoided. o ’ '
This eollision led, unlortunately, to n second avel-
dont; but I rotain my report upon this latter cnse
uutil I have an oppertunity of examining an inepoctor
ab Grower Streot, attd, it possible, tho out-door superin-
tendout of the company, who has been so mueh upsot
by these oceutrences as to he, from severe illness,
ineapable, nt present, of giving avidence,
, . I have, &e, ..
The Seoretary, IL W, Tyrer,
{ Raitweay Department,) ' '
Bowrd of Trade.
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