
NORTH-EASTERN RAILWAY. 

Bonm or ITrurZc, 
(Rtcilruq Drpnrtmrrrt), 

SIR, ~ 7 1 t i t r l ~ l l ,  24t1r Nooe,nlcr 1 ~ 7 2 .  
I UAVE thc honour to rcport, for the informn- 

tion of thc! 13oiartl of Tr~ulc, in co~~~pl innce  with tho 
instructiol~s col~tainrtl iu your minutc of tho 17th inst., 
thc result of nty inquiry illto tlic circutnst:rnccs mn- 
ncctctl wit11 t l ~ c  c o l l i & ~ ~  wliicl~ occurrctl oil the 12th 
inst. nt Strriruuoor Sumnit,  OII  tltc ll:an~:~rtl Cl~stlu 
rrntl 'l't*b:hy b ~ ~ u l c l i  of tho Utarlington scction of tlic 
North-IGrstorn Ihi lwi~y.  

In this CRW, the C I I ~ ~ I I C  of thc 11.15 &.m, down 
p ts~engcr  tr~tiir fnnn 'l'clr:~y to Z)ZII-li~~gton, wltcn ~ I I I S H -  

irrg tho j(tnclio~t of LIIC 11011111c* t~ncl sil~glo l i w  nt Sti~in- 
nwor Sutt~lnit,, took tlun wrong sitlc of thu Sttcihg 
points, r i r d  o:ln~o illto slii~rp collisio~~ wilh lllu ~ C I I ~ I C C  
of 18 piltrt v ~ ~ ~ i r t c ,  wlrich wns ~t:~titIing on tlio up lino 
ncnr t l ~ o  11oillts. , . lwtmty-tl~rco prwcngcrq the gnrvtl of Urn p:rsftcri- 
61-r t r n i ~ ~ ,  trl~tl ~ L I I  i~isptvtor of bl~c ~ I C ~ I - I ~ ~ L ~ I O I I ~  wiry who 
wirs tl.avcllit~g irl it, wcro lnnrc or Icy8 injurctl with 
cuts, S ~ I ~ L ~ C R ,  1111~1 ~ P I I ~ S C - H ,  

'I'h f r u ~ ~ t  of tlub twgitto of tlto plcsscngcr trnin w r ~  
co~rsitlc~.nl~lp tl;u~ri~gctl, rand 1111 its wliccls ~rntl the two 
front wl~rcbls of' t l ~ c  tcutlvr w c ~ u  i l~rown oll' t l ~ o  rt~ils ; 
tlw 1c:hli11g w11cth of thu c:rrri:lgo ~ o x t  tlio cngirw, 
:rntl rill tlw wl~rr la  of i b  I ~ o r w l m s  a t  tlm fail of tile 
tr:1i11 \v~ \ t~ t !  &o ~ I I ~ O W I I  OK tltu rtlil*, I L I ~  tliu 1 r u f C ~  of 
nll tlm vcl~ic.lc.?i cwnl~osi~tg tlto trrriu w t ~  tla~nniqytl. 

Tlie tpnclcr crl' tllc* 11iltrt ~ J I I , R ~ I I C  W:LR knock~~tl off tlm 
~ l d s ,  I I I I I I  I I : ~  it4 t:~itk s t o w  il l ,  rmd tIic fir(?-110s OS 
this twgitlfi W ~ I H  ILLIII~L~CII. TWO w:tgpns ~ ~ t t i ~ c l ~ c t l  
to thu pilot u ~ g i n o  w c ~ c  ilrivon b:uk u11on IL gootlv 
rnginc sttinding clotio 1~~~11iutl t l~cm, n t d  troku its 
bufI51.s. 

I n  the gcrmrancnt mny, two r t~i ls  and a check mil 
wcro brokcn, f i w  p i l s  wcrc bcr~t, 27 chnim :~ncl 
sevcn slccpcrs h:ul to 110 rrpl~ccc~tl, tlru sole of t l ~ o  
c h i r  nt t l ~ e  toe of the lcft tongue of the pointu was 
cnrckrul, m11 one 171' the co~~ncc t ing  rods brokcn. 

T l ~ o  points :it,wliich thi* colliqio~i occurrctl are tl~oso 
in which t l ~ o  tlouble linc l'i'oul ll:~rn:wl C'rtstle? nt plVc- 
sent ccasrs, tho lint thcncu t o  Kirkby S1cld1c.n bci~rg 
single ; :L str*t~p rising gr:ulicnt of 1 ill 60, which p- 
v:ds front ICirkljy Sttyltcn, ccnscs closc to tltusc poiut.r. 
A t  thc tirue ol' tltc colli~inrt t h y  w r ~ ~ o  workctl from 
t l ~ o  grou~ltl, were not ilttrdnclictl wit11 ltny sifrunl~, 
nnd i r ~  tllcir norlniil ~rotiition wcre, by 1nc:ans of a 
wcighLctl ~ I : L I I ~ ~ P ,  Iicpt lying olhcrt fbr tminx ~ ) r o w c t ~ i ~ ~ f i  
from 1Cirkl)y Stc11hc11 to U I L ~ I I : ~ ~ ~  Chstlo (LB., for whi t  
is c;~lloti thc! tlown line). The s i p 1 1  c;hin, wl1ie11 is 
n stiall' st~atiou for trnir1.s running on the si~tglc portion 
of tho linc, if; situiatctl ~ l o s c  to t&o paiuts, i ~ l d  is I d s d  
n few fcot above tllcrn. 

A t  c~Lout 12.15 p m  on tllo thy  in  question, rt pilot 
engine wllicli brul pushed n goods train 1111 from Kirkby 

Ytcplien tn St:~irltnoor Sammit, b~o11g11t two trucks 
alorlfr the down li11o p t  t110 tiignd cal~iu, irnd thcn 
puslirtl tl~crn I d i  tllroupl~ thc points, which wcrc 
hehl over by Llrc fireniiiu, into tlrc up lino :~gilinut the 
cugiim of a g o d s  tr:ain rvl~ich WILY rr1rc:uIy ~ t m t l i n g  on 
that linc ; hrre thc pilot cnginc rcrn:linotl (terrclcr 
first) r~hout GO y ~ r t l s  from tlic points, until i t  was 
run into, 23 12.30, by t11c tlowr~ passeagcr train. 
Tlto firemm clcclrwn t h t  r~ftcr h011 ling t l ~ o  points, 
tltt? I~rrt~rllc, 011 his lc t t i l~g i t  go, tlroppccl down into its 
usu:bl 11l:lce ; IliiiL 110 tl1c11 \rcttt to l ~ i s  cnginc for nshort 
tin~a, It ut r c t ~ ~ r n r t l  to the c c i l ~ i ~ ~  Leforo tho Iwbcngcr 
tmi11 irrriwtl ; t111it t l t t ~ ?  wm:  in tlw m11i11, in ~ttltlition 
to tlto S ~ ~ : L ~ H I I I I I ,  two ~ i g t d  fitlcrti ; tllut IIC did not 
~ I : I ~ [ N %  to 1001.2 I I ~  1113 poiut*, but wrtt~I~i!d the tmift 
np~wo:~ch t ~ t  IL 11s11i1l sl~~(!tl  uf' 20 to 25 miles r ~ u  IIOIII. ; 
t~ntl 1 1 c d n g  :III ~t~tusuitl noiw j w t  :~Ilcr it h 1  p:tssotl, 
lic i .urml I ocu~tl 1wt1 H:LW t l i~ !  1'rtmt W ~ C C I S  of tltc c~tfiitic 
t : J i i ~ ~ g  tlw right roul awl tltc hi1111 wlicclx tho wrong 
rmul, rlnti i~lunt~cli:~t.cly rtllorwrn.clu saw tltc collihiou 

, , . * 
'l'lrt, l i w t  of thu cngiuc w~w carrictl on n four-whcclrtl 
bogit.. 

'I'l~c rlri\.cr, who 11ntl scrvccl in t T ~ t  c:q~!~city f i r  
irl~oui. 23 ye:lrs, sti~ics tlutt I N  prowcdctl with n ticket 
froin Kirkhy S t q ~ l ~ r n ,  stopprvl 111 liramlx stntion, :rntl 
st:i~.tctl t lm~cc,  11:~ving m x t  to  top ilt DOWCS (on t h  
Iliu.liu$ou sitlc of 1111. summit) ; tlt:st on nppronchinx 
lllo ~ u t n ~ n i t  IIC Sou11l1 1110 d i s t ~ ~ ~ t - s i g ~ d  l o ~ c r d  fat. 
him, untl tlmt wlrcn tb fwv yunle short of tho facing- 
poitlts, his sj,cctl bring rr1)ont 20 to 25 miles an hour, 
h c  si~w t l~clu st:rntliug l d f  opon ; tlmt hc seizcd t l ~ c  
regulator, pullet1 it  over nntl kept tight l~olcl of it, 
t c l l i l ~ ~  Itis li~wntrn to I~oltl fi~st, the Irrttck was iu tho 
act  01' throcvin~ the ticket to tlrc sipolnlnn, who wiry 
~ t m ~ t l i n g  or1 the naiscil p1:ltform nuthla  his callin 
m:titing to rcccivo it; that tho bogic! wl~cals of the 
ctrgi~lc tlicn secn~ctl to hrkc oplrotiitc sitlev of the 
poitltu, :~utl tllv othcr wl~ccls t11o wrong or up line, 
nftcr which i t  lcft tlrt: rails nltogctlier, nut1 came into 
collision wilh t l ~ c  tonclcr of the pilot cuginc, nf'tcr 
runniug GO y~rrtls from thc poinh ; tltnt he w;ts throwrt 
tlrtwu 011 tllu i'ootl~l~ttc nrd ~liglllly hurt ; that ho :tt 
oucu \ v c ~ ~ t  Imck to rxtimi~ra thc points, rand found tl~cm 
hd11 open fur tlm up l i m  by tlm wllccls of u c a r r i ~ p  . 
1v11iclr wid O'JI tlicm; t h t  tllo signnlmcin nt tlds time 
ilc&rccl t l ~ t  tllcy ha11 bccn all right, but that half 1~11 

hour al'tcrw:trtla lie mid t h y  wcre always so rnuc]) 
(sllowing 11, cousiclcrirl~lo tlietunce on his fingers) opcll ; 
thut lie (the signulrnau) liilil often complehed of them, 



bnl t h t  noll~ing scc~11~11 to 11c t l o ~ ~ c  lo t h w  : 111nt IIC 
(tlw driver) 11:d 11cvcr ~wc\iouuly 1101icccl illem nn 
t l~cy  l i d  b t w  on tliis owi-ioi~. 

'I'l~c 1i1.cnl:m couol~ol-:ltcsx IIIOIV or Ivsh 1111: (Iriwr's 
al:ttcrucl~t. 011 his I I I I L ~ C  sl~ol~titlg " 11dd fi~ht," IIC! 
took hold of lllc brmk I~untlle, but 11:ltl uot 1.i111c to do 
m y  good b ~ ~ f o r c  ihcy s ~ r u c k  ; tllu collisio~r t l ruw 11iur 
dowu, nnd hc was sliglitly inju~vd. 

r > l h c  hipnln~un in thc Sumnit  cabin 11nd S C I T C ~  ill 
ihnt clip:~city f'or 18 ~nont l~s ,  l~nving Lccm lwxiously 
n p l n ~ e l n ~ r r ;  110 I d  co~nc. on duty at  G o'clock n.ni., 
for n 12 11oul:r shift ; IN! hlttl t l ~ c  l m s c q y r  trnin 
tclcgnrpl~cd to hi111 fium IZirklly f i t c l ~ l ~ c ~ i  tit 12,10, 
nlid fro111 Barms nt  12.215 ; he) at:ltcs 1l111t on rcccivil~g 
the Initrr I I I C R ~ ~ C  l10 took off his i1ist;int-sig11U1, nnd 
btclq~ed tlown to cslilninc the poi~tts, w l ~ i d i  llc f i~u l t l  
I l t I I 1 0  l c  ; tl~rrl he 1lic11 wc!nt orr 
to l l ~ c  plt~tro~.m of the* cnbin a11d watcllccl t l ~ c  train 
couling ; t h d  tlic firciut~n thrcw him tlio tickrt ns t11c 
r tgiuo pnssc~l r~t  (L ~pcetl of 20 inilcs ~ J I  hour or Iuorc ; 
thwt ~ I I ,  11c:~ring IL uoise, 110 turncd r o u ~ ~ d  1i11d s : ~  
Ilkc c~~fii~ic? off' tlw rnils, t u ~ d  io collisio~i will1 1110 
$ol crrgilic ; t l i t~t 11c cnnnot ruxounl I t r  t l ~ c  cngiuo 
Icavi~ig the mils ; that tho sigunl fitters, who were ILL 
wtwk I I C ~ L ~  tlw sl~of, 11:d h e 1  ~ i o t l ~ i ~ l g  to do wit11 tlro 
poiuts. Thin hign;tl~u:u~, in  his cvide~lce? b(:ii)ru IIIC, 

srhl notl~ing nbout ilia yointtl liaving bccn iu bud 
ordcr. 

T l ~ c  g:ingrr of h: I c ~ r ~ t l l  lrutl lest siw~ t l ~ c  p o i ~ ~ t s  t l ~ u  
n i ~ l ~ t  I~cfoic t l ~ c  colli~ion, WIICII tlwy '~verc working 
p ~ q ~ ( ~ - l y ;  on the f;)llowiug thy tlm wc*nllicr was 
iicwty, which would 1n:tkc t h c ~ n  likely to stick ; thcy 
11:trl becri conq~lnil~ctl of nbout n fortl~islit l~lsviously 
Iry ilic signnlriinn, nud L d  b c c ~  attcuded to, nrid n 
week r~ltvr t l ~ c  s i g d m n n  had said t h y  were in first- 
rate orilcr. 

A p n g c r  ovcr extra men, who wvcrc workiug on 
this pwt  of' tlm linc, rc:wl~cd tIlc poiuts five lninutcs 
:tfter the collision, a r d  fou~iel tlic wlicelv or tlic I:~st 
a~r r ingc  holding the ~witclies 01x11 for tbc 11p (or 
wrong) lilir. 1Ic asked thc hipa:rnan I ~ o w  thc ncci- 
drut Ilad hnp~)eueil, wllo rcplicd t h t  tlic ml~rels of thc 
eugine 11x1 struck the snitches, r i t d  that he hnd for- 
gotten to exnmine them bcforc t h  tlxiu cnmc up 
(tliis convcrs:ttion the signalman denicd Ilaving talccn 
1)l:tcc) ; thi3 gallgear could find no rcuson for thp poiuis 
uot hmiug' closed properly, ancl mid that they worked 
fwely nl'tcr t h y  wwo lilcmtcel. 

T h e  statc of t l ~ c  tndu tifter t11c collision was as  fol- 
l o m  :-All lllc wl~ccls of tlio cugino nmI t l ~ c  front 
wvlwcls of thc tcntlcr off thu roils ; tlm four 11i1ul 
wl~cels of thc tcndcr on llie rails of the up (or wrong) 

liuc; t l ~ c  front wlicds of the fit-st cn~ri:~gc ofl' tlln 
r:tils, ant1 flw rcw wl~rcfs of' t h i ~  : r t d  Lilo wheels of 
all thc f~l lowing vcl~iclcs, c?iccl)t 111~ I:~st, 011 t l ~ c  r:~ils 
of t l ~ o  I I ~  linca, or d t l ~ c  sil~glc liuc ; tile h t  \cbl~iclc, 
n lrorvo l~ox,  wns nlw oil' I ~ I C  n d a  will1 d 1  its wll(:cl~. 
T l ~ o  toe of t l ~ c  lt'f't torlguc of' the ficci~rg poirltrj llnd 
rcccivcd n Llow on ils lcl't side, nnd tlrc cl~riir i~nnicn- 
tli~it.ely undcr this to(! whs c.r:~ckctl in t l ~ c  solo ; t l ~ c  
cl~nirs on t l ~ c  itlsiilc of t l ~ c  right rnil nnd cm t l ~ c  out- 
wit10 of t l ~ c  left mil of tllc up linv worc all 14rippod ; 
t l ~ c  Rul~rd rnil nt llw c r o s s i ~ ~ g  of 1l1c ir~witlr r d s  of LIIC 
1111 1111tl dow~n linc*~ ww L T O ~ C I I ,  I L I ~  two r ~ d a  ncxt 
this cr0ssi11.g werc r~lso Lrokor~, togrthcr with ecvcrd 
cl~niw. 

Tl~crr,  is Imt littlc rcr~son f.o doubt fl~rtt thc cnust? 
of tltis ceiilcnt n t d  c o ~ ~ s c y ~ ~ v ~ ~ t  colliriut~, in to  bo 
fbunrl in 1110 firct 111:tt l l ~ c  f i~c i r~g  poirtls t ~ t  t l ~ ~ j u l l c t i o n  
of 1l1c clou1)le anet *iuglu 1i11c.n nt S~:I~IIIIIOOI* Su~nrrrit 
wcro not ~rropcrly closctl for t l ~ c  t1ow11 linr! wllcm tllo 
l e r ~ t l i ~ ~ g  wlicals of' tllo cnginr] of t l ~ c  p:~wclngrr 11win 
rcl~cllcd Llic!u, nucl t l ~ : ~ t  in coascqucwo tl~cso wl~ccls 
took oppositcl hitlcs of' 1110 I IO~I I IS ,  I I I I I ~  1 1 1 ~  r tm:hiug 
wl~ccls of thu tl.iliu, owillg fo t11c points hnving l m n  
tlrc~i Sorcccl open for tim up  lino, took t l ~ o  wrong ~ i d c  
of tl~cm. 

I t  wm not lllc ~ + i p n l ~ i r a r ~ ' ~  duty, ss I nut inf'ormcd, 
to hold tl~c~so points, l111t it was n~~tloul)tctlly his t111ty 
to ha, t l ~ n t  tl~(:y \vtw lying right for tllo nppronchirug 
t~~ttin, lcforu nllowil~g it to puss tlirun; tird this duty 
11c npl~crlrv to 11:bvc ~~cylcrtctl .  

As tho .l;ign:tlnl:~u I I : ~  IIO trnin htnK or tirlwt to 
deliver u p  to tniins ~ ~ S S ~ I I , R  tl~r:sc poir11 S, ns f ~ i n g  
p o i ~ ~ t ~ ,  i l ~ c t ~ c  is IIO nx5oti why IIC shonltl not,-lnit 
ovcry rcnsoll why Lc sl~or~ltl,-co~~sitlcri~~g the high 
spcctl t i t  wllicli tr:tins pnsv thcm, h w c  recCivcd positive 
instructions to hohl Ll~c~u. 

11) c:w.yiug out nltertctions now in pivog~.c~9 a t  tho 
Sumniit, t l~csc fiicing points h:td not long becn I-c~novctl 
to ihcir pwscnt position from n spot n b o ~ ~ t  40 ynrds 
Ilcnlaor to 1Lirkby Stcphcn, nntl wl~cu in thcir f o r ~ ~ c r  
positio~l, ns ' u e i ~ ~ g  a way fkom tlic ~ign:~lrn:~u'n iminedintc 
view, it I~ i~da l~vnys  bccn n rnnn'stluty tohold thcm Thc  
points nrc now (and would I~uvr: bccn two clays aftcr 
the collision, 11s tlic arr:ingcmcnts wcrc ncnrly corn- 
plctetl,) workccl from thc: cabin nnil intcrlockcd with 
Ihc sig~lals, r i ~ d  will shortly bc provi~lctl with rc l o c l r i ~ i ~  
bar. I t  is to bc rrgrrttgd that tl~usc improvements 
had uot beell carried out :it nn ~ ~ r l i e r  pcriod. 

I hovc, &C., 
The  Swrctwy, C. S. I t u ~ c n r ~ s o ~ ,  

(Rrtilwcty Ilq>urtnrcnt), Lieut.- Col. I1.E. 
Board oJ' Trade. 

Printed copies of the above rpport wore wnt to tLc Compa~ry on the 14th Dccc!rubcr. 
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