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AOCTDENTS COMPENSATION, 15486,

9 & 10 Vier. cap. 93.

An Aet for compensating the Familics of Persons
killed by Accvdents, [26th August, 1846.]

Whereas no wction at luw is now mointainable against
@ person who by his wrongful act, neglect, or defauli
may hove cgised the death of another person, and i is
oftentimes vight and expedient that the wrongdoer in
such case should be answerable in damages for the injury
so caused by him : be it therefore enacted by the Queen's
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Lords spiritual ond lemporal, and Commaons,
in this present Parlioment assembled, and by the authority
of the same,

1. That whensoever the death of a2 person shall be
enused by wrongful act, neglect, or detanlt, and the act
neglect, or default is sueh as would (if death had not
ensued) have entitled the party injured to maintain an
action and recover damages in respect thereof, then and
in gvery such case the person who would have been
livble if douth had not ensned shall be liable to an nction
for damages, notwithstandiog the death of the person
injured, and although the death shall have becn caused
under such circumstances as amount in law to feluny.

2. And be it enacted, That every such action shail be
tor the benefit of the wife, husband, parent, and child
uof the person whose death shall Liave been so caused,
and shall be brought by and in the name of the executor
or alministrator of the person deceased; and in every
such action the jury may give such damages ag they
way think propertioned to the injury resalting from
auch death to the parties respectively for whom and fur
whose benefit such action sball be brought; and the
amount so recovered, after deducting the costa not reco-
vered from the defendant, shall be divided amongst the
before-mentioned parties in such shares as the jury by
their verdict shall find and direct.

3. Provided always, and e it enacted, That not more
than one action shall lie for and in respect of the same

9 & 10 Vier. ¢ 93, i



ACCIDENTS COMPENSATION, 1846, 231

subject matter of complaint ; and that every such action # £10 Vron,
shall be commenced within twelve calendar months afeer ™% %
the death of snch deceased person.

4. And be it engeted, That, in every such action the Pluntiff wo
plaintiff on the record shall be required, together with deliver par.
the declaration, to deliver to the defendant or his attorney HEUBT
& full particular of the person or persons for whom and
on whose behalf’ such aetion shall be brought, and of
the nature of the elaim in respect of which damages
shall be sought to be recovered. ’

B, Awld be it enacted, That the following words and Constrae.
expressions are intended to have the meanings hereby tiom of act.
assigned to them respectively, so far as such meanings
are not excluded by the context or by the nature of the
snbject matter ; that is to say, words denoting the sin-
gular number are to be understood to apply also to a
plurality of persons or things; and words denoting the
mascaline gender sre to be understond to apply also to
persone of the feminine gender; and the word “* person™
shall apply to bodies politic and corporate; and the
word ““parent” shall include father and mother, and
grandfather and grandmaother, and stepfather and step-
wother ; and the words *“child” shall include son and
daughter, and grandson and granddsughter, and step-
son anr stepdanghter,

6. And by it enacted, That [this act shall eoms into Actnotto
operalion from and immediately after the pussing theresf, ?.J;g{;;;‘;
and] teet nothing therein contained shall apply to that
part of the United Kingdom called Scotland.

7. And be it enacted, That this act may be amended A% w8y be

b . . 2 ed,
or repealed by any act to be passed in this session of .
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