
P U B L I C  G E N E R A L  A C T S  

RRLATCNO TO 

R A I L W A Y S .  

1 W I L L J . ~ ~  IV., cap. 68. 

8 1 2  A c t f o r  the more &ctua/ P,vott.ctwn o f  MnilmAme,d,, 
Contractors, S tage  Coaclr Proprietovs,  mm' other VIOL. b ~ 5 1 d i a  0. s i  
Comnaon Carriers f o r  Hire, against the Loss  o f 8 . ~ . ~ . 1  
o r  I@cry to Parcek or Packages delkered to 
them, fbr  C o ~ a z q a w x  or Custody,  the  Va lue  a~ad 
Conteuts q f w h i c h  rhnll  not &c deckwed to  then1 
by the  ocrters fhereqf [23d July, 1830.1 

Whereas by Teason of the frequenl practice ?f h a k e r s  CAmenned 
a d  others,of smdixg by ihe public mails, stage coaches, I,, zg a nn 
waggons, aans, a d  &er public conveyances by l a d  for Vict. c. 94.1 
h i ~ e ,  parcela a d  packagen conlaiwng money, bills, notes, 
j e d l e l y ,  and other nrlicles of great snlue in vmall 
compms, much uuluable pr~pevt?~ is venderecl liable lo 
d q n d a l i o ~ ,  a d  U L  msyonsihilidy of mail mrrtmetors, 
atage cawh proprietors, a d  common eawiera for hire ia 
greatly increased: and whereas through the freqrmt 
omisaiaian by peZleraon.@ seding nueh m l s  and pclurges 
to not$y the valve and ualure of t ~ e o n t e n t a  thereof, 80 

as to embk  such mail contractora,stage coach pvopriclors, 
aud other common canders, by due diligence, lo prolecl 
lhemselves against losses aviaing from their legal ?espo7r- 
aibility, aad the di&ully o f j z ing  parlies with krmuledge 
of wAices published by such mail corlructors, rtur7e coach 

.. 
1. Be d therefore enacted, by U&e King'P most errellent &l con. 

Majaaty, by and with the advice and consent of t J a e ~ ~ $ & .  
Lords spiritual and lompoml, and Commons, in this r,ti.tors 
pcsent Parliameul assembled, a d  by the author4y of @"d&ia" 
the same. that from and aftev the .casino of  lhd Ad no %kor? " - -v.- .W. 

mail contract& stage coach proprktor, or other common loss cot eer. 
earrrar bv land for hire shall be liable for the loss o f  



iqjury to  any ortiele or artides o r  pm ertyof the desc+ 
tions Following; (that is to say,) pYd or silver coin of 
this roulm or of any foreign state, or any gold or silver 
in a manufactured o r  unmanufwtured state, o r  any pre- 
cious stones, jewellery, watches, clnoks, or time-pieces of 
m y  description, trinkets, bills, notes of the governor and 
company of the b n k s  uf England, Scotland, and Irelsnd 
respectively, or of any other bank in Great Britain or 
Irelaud, ord~rs, nutes,or seouritiesfor payment of money, 
Euglish or foreign, stamps, maps, writings, title deeds, 
paint in,^^, nngravings, pictures, gold or silwr plate or 
plstcd  article^, glass, china, silks in a manufactured ur 
unmanufwtured state, and whether wrought up or uut 
wrought up with other materials, furs, or lace, or any of 
tluem, contained in any parcel or package which shall 
have been delivered. either to be carried fur hire oZ to 

in such parcel or package shaIienEeed the sum of ten 
pounds, unless at the time of the delivery thereof at the 
office, war~hause, or receiving house of such mail oon- 
truetor, stago conch proprietor, or other common carrier, 
or to his, her, or their book-keeper, coachman, or other 
servant, for the purpose of being carried or of accom- 
panying the  person of any pa.rsenger as aforesaid, the 
vnlue and rmture of such article or articles or property 
shall have been declared by the person or persons sending 
or delivering the same, and auch inorea~ed charge as 
herein-niter mentioned, or an engagement to pay the 
same, be accepted by the person receiving such pareel 
or package 

m e n ~ n g  2. And be it further exacted, h1 when any parcel or RE\pl' package containing any of the articles above specified 
livered an shall be so delivered, and its value and contents declared 

ss aforesaid, and such value shall exceed the sum of t,en 
c w g e  ,,,, pounds, i t  shall be lawful Par such mail contractors, staye 
be &man& easch proprietors, and other common carriers to demand 
~ ~ a ~ t i c e  and receive an increased rate of charge, tc be notified by  
chargetobe Borne notice affixed in legible oltaraetersin some public 
B 8 ~ ~ ~ o ~  slid conspicuous part of the office, warehouse, or other 
%rehouses. receiving house where W C ~  parcels or packages are 

received by them for the purpose of convejanee, stating 
the  iocreaed rates of charge required to be paid over and 
above the ordinary rate of carriage as a oompensatian for 
t beg rca t e r r i akmdca re  to be taken for theaafe convey- 
ance of such valuable articles ;and  all persons sending or 
delivering parcels or packages containing such valuable 
nrticlesaa aforesaidat such office shall bebound b y  such 
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notice, without further proof nf the same having come +A 
their knowleJp.  

3. Provided nlwass, and h i t  frrrtlrw cnnrlnl, t h t  
when the value shall have h e n  so declsrd,  and the i.1- ,jotr 

eremed rate of charge p i d ,  or s n  engagement to  pay the  incrense'i 
same shall have been nceepted as herein-before men- 
timed, the person receisingsuch increased rate of charge 
or accepting such agreement shall, if themto required, fSg2:: 
sign a receipt for the puckage or peroel, acknowledging ,,, ,acri,,r 
the same to have been insured, which receipt shall not  be or  
liable to any stamp duty; and if such receipt shall not 2::;s 
be given when required, or sueh notice as aforesaid shsll not been- 
not have been atfixed, the mail contractor, stage coach titwd to  

benefit of y p r i e t o r ,  or other common esrrier as aforesaid shsll not t,,is act 
ave or be entitled to  an benefit or advantage uuder 

this act, hut  shall be liahre and respnnsihle ss a t  the 
common law, and he liable to refund the increased rntc 
of charge. 

4. Pmvided a lway~ ,  m d  he tt pnacled, that fmm and 
aflc,  tbr first dny ?f ~Septen~bnr noz ?red e ~ u i a g  no ~~~~& 
public noiiee or declarstion heretofrore mlde  or hereafter brcarrierr 
to  be made shall be deemed or construed to  limit 07 in  :z:$izi\b 
aywise  affect the liability a t  Mmmon lew of any such tn. but they 
mad contraotora, stags coach proprietors, or other public B : ~ I I P C  W&, 

liable for rUL common carriers ss aforesaid far or in respeot of any ~ . . ~ ~ ~ f ~ ~  
articles or goods to be carried and eonreyed by them; which they 
hut that all and every such mail contractors, stage coach 
proprietors, and other common carriers ss aforesaid sinall this at:. 
from and after the saed fh t  day of ScptenzLer 3.x liable, 
ss et the common law, t o  answer lur the loss of an! 
injury to any articlea and goods in respect whereof they 
may not he entitled to the benefit of this act, any 
public notice or declaretion by  them made ~nnd piven 
contrary thereto, or in anywise limiting such liability, 
notwithstanding. 

5. Atzd be i t  fwlher enacted, that fur the purposes of ~ v e r , v  , mca 
this act every office, warphouse, or receiving house whioh w e d t o  t'e 
shall be used or  appointed by any mail contractor or 
stage coach pp r i e to r ,  or other sueh common carrier as house; 
doreraid for the  receiving of parcels to be conveyed aa 
aforesaid, shell be deemed and taken to be the receiving 
house, warehouse, or office of such mail contractor, stage and my r.ns 

coach proprietor. or other common carrier; and hhat any C D R C ~  VC- 
prictor &c. 

one o r  more of such mail contractors, stape coach pro- ,,,& 
&tors, or common carrier shall he liable to be sued by suer!. 

[is, her, or their name or names only; and that no action 2tEG,"Pir 
m aoit eommenoed to  recover damages for loss or injury non-iuin 
ta m y  pnrcel package, or person shall nbute for the want 



der of m- u f  joining any co-proprietor or ea.partner in such mail, 
,lIOPl>eCOIB. stage coach, or other public oor~veyanee by land for hire 

a$ aforesaid. 
6. Provided always, and 6e it further enacled, that 

,ncered, nothing in this act contained shall extend or be construed 
to annul or in anywise affect any special contract hetween 
such mail contractor, stage coach proprietor, or common 
carrier, andany other parties, for the conveyance of g o d s  
and merchandises. 

Partie8 
cnhlled to 

7. Provided dso, and h itfurlher eaaetcd, that  where 
any parcel or paekags shall have been delwered a t  any 

far loss such office, and the value and contents declared as afore- 
said, and the incremed rate of charges been paid, and 

mcrcasea such prce ls  or packages shall have been lost or damaged, 
c1'arW. the party entitled to recover damages in respect of sueh 

lags or damage shall also be entitled to  recuver baok auch 
increased charges so paid as aforesaid, in addition to the 
value of such areel or pnckage. 

~ o t h i n ~  8. P r o v i d J  alsq a d  be it further ennckd, that 
hereinto nothing in this act shall be deemed to proteetnny mail 
pmtect 
relaoloua contractor, stuge cusoh proprietor, or other oommoth 
ncts. carrier fur hire from liability to  answer for loss o r  injury 

to  any goods or articles whx~tsoever arising from the felo- 
nious acts of any coachman, guard, book-keeper, porter, 
or other serwnt i n  his or their employ, nor to protect any 
auch coachman, guard, book-keeper, or other servant from 
liability for any 1-9 or injury occasioned by his or their 
own personal neglect or misconduct. 

coach pro. 9. Provided also, and be it further ennelcd, III;LL wch  era mail ~ o ~ t m ~ t o r s , 8 f B  mach proprietOr8. or other c0mmO0 
I~,,L,I~ carriers for hire s h a r d  be concluded as to the value of 
to such any suoh parcel or psoka by the value so declared as 
'InmoCes na .,, p ,,,,,, ~foressill, but  that  he or t g y  shall in all cases be entitled 

to  require, from the party suing in respect of any lms or 
injury, proof of the actual value of the contents by the 
ordinary legal evidence, and that  the mail cuntractorq 
stage coach proprietors, or other common carriers sr 
aforesaid shall be liable to such damages only as shall 
be so proved as aforesaid, not exceeding the declared 
value, t o p t h e r  with the Increased charges nr before 
mentioued. 

Money mnu 10. ~~d be iffirrthcr macled, tdal in all actions to  be 
::$':,',",p brought against any sueh mail cantraator, s h g e  coach 

far roprietor, o r  other common carrier as nforesaid, for the 
"'"d !ss of or injury to toany goods delivered to be carried, 
goods. whether the value of such goads shall have been declared 

or not, i t  shall be lawful for the defendant or defendanw 
to  pay money into court in the rams nianner nnll with 
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the w n e  atl'ect as money may be paid inlo court in  any 
~~~ 

other action. 
11. And be il further mnered, thal this nel shall be Publieact. 

deemed a d  kzken 10 he a publie act? ' a d  d d l  be 
judicially taken notice of as such bg all jiLd,qea, justices, 
m d  others, withoal beiug specially pleurled. 

1 Vrw. CAP. 83. 
AII Act  to co?r&pcl Clerks of the P e m e  for C o w -  [Arnendod b~ 51 & 5% 

lies a d  other Persons to take the Custody ofsrcch ;;;tk:+;;;, 
Docurnods os s7baM be ddrected to 6e deposifcd M 

rcith them under ths Stanrtiug Orders of either 
IIouse of Pavliamciit.LIJ [17th July, 1837.1 

W H ~ a n h 8  the Houses of P ~ r l i a n r e ~ ~ t  are in tile habit of Pmmbla .  
requiring that, previous to the intruduction of any  biii 
into Parliament for making certain bridges, turnpike 
roads, cnts, canal? reservoirs, aqueducts, waterworks, 
nauigations, tunnels, erchways, railways, piers, pork,  
harbours, ferries, docks and othcr works, to  be mnde 
under the authority of Parliament, certain maps or plans 
nndsections, and books and writings, or extracts or copie, 
of or from certain maps, plans, or sections, books and 
writ inp,  shall be depos~ted i n  the office of the elerk of the 
peaceforeverycaunty, ridingo~~divisianinEnglandorIre- 
land or in the office of thesherilfclerk of every county ia 
~ c o t h ,  in which such work is proposed to bemade, and 
also with the parish clerk in ever7 pariah in England, the 
schoolmaeter of every p a A 1  of Seatlnnd, or in royal 
burghs with the town elerk, and the postmaster of tlie 
post town ino r  nearest to every parish in Ireland, in 
which such work is intended to he made, ancl with otlicr 
persons ; qnd whereas it is expedient that  such m a ] ~ ,  
p l a q  sections, bwks, writin S, and copies or extracts 
of and From the same s h o d  be received by the said 
clerks of the peace, s h h  clerks, parish clerks, sehool- 
masters, town clerks! postmastera and other permus, and 
should rernnin in thew custody for the purposes herein- 
after mcntioaed- 

1. Be i 6  1herefo1.e macled, by  the Qrceen'a moat ex-Clerks of 

cellent .lfojejestg, b y  otrd wilh the ndciee and consent rfy:;:: 
the Lonh &ilual nlul tenzpnml, and Con~muns, in this eeivr the 
presenl Pru-linneat assembled, and by the aulhority of dneumeuL~ hewn mcn. 
thcsnnze. fhnl whenever eitller af the houses of P a r i i a - ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ , ~  
ment shsll, by  its sm.nding o h m ,  already made or retain them 
hereafter ta b r  nmdc, require that any  suchmaps, plans, ~ ~ ~ ~ d j i u '  
seetims, bunka or wr.ritit#gs, or extract3 or copies of tlre reered by 
s a w ,  ur any of them, sitall be deposited as afures++id. 

rw short utle ; "m ~ r l i a m e n t a r g  Docomen t snepxn~c t ,  1831.~ 
bee a5 u. so v:ci. c. 10.1 


