PUBLIC GENERAL ACTS

RELATING TO

RAILWAYS.

1 Wrrziam IV., eap. 68.

An Aet for the more effectunl Profection of Mailsmanaen
Contractors, Stage Coach Proprietors, and other i 51 & 52
Common Carviers for Hire, against the Loss of LR

or Injury to Parcels or Packages delivered fo
them for Conveyance or Custody, the Value and
Contents of which shall not be declared to them
by the owners thereof. [23d July, 1830.]

Whereas by reason of the freguent practice of bankers

and others\ga{f sending by the public nj':;ils, szayj; coaches, %&?;";;‘33
waggons, vang, and other public conveyanves by land for Vict. e, 94
hire, parcels and packages containing money, bills, notes,
Jewellery, and other articles of great value in small
compass, much veluable property is vendeved luble o
depredation, and the responsibility of mail contraclars,

slage cooel proprietors, and common carriers for hire is

greaily incregsed: and wherens through the frequent
omigsion by persomg sending such })arcels and packages

to notify the value and nature of the contents therenf, so

as o enable such mail contractors, stage coach proprictors,

aud other common carviers, by due diligence, to prolect
themselves against losses arising from their logal vespon.

aibality, and the difficulty of fixing parties wilh knowledge

of notices published by such mall contractors, steqe conch
proprietors, and other common corriers, with the intent

to limit such responsibility, they have become exposed fo

greal and wnavoidable risks, ond have thereby sustained

heary logses,

1. Be it therefore enacted, by the King’é most excellent Ml con.
Majesty, by and with the advice ard comsent of the Iactors
Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in this priutmg,
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of bod carriers
the same, that from and after the passing of this Aet no eh Lo e
mail contractor, stage coach proprietor, or other common lass of cer-
carrier by land for hire shall be liable for the loss of or'#in govds
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Carviers, 1830. [1 a4,

injury to any article or axrticles or property of the deserip-
> tions following ; (that is to say,) gold er silver coin of
this realm or of any foreign state, or any gold or silver
in a mapufactured or unmanufactured state, or any pre-
cious stones, jewellery, watches, clocks, or time-pieces of
any deseription, trinkets, bills, notes of the governor and
company of the banks of England, Scotland, and Treland
respectively, or of any other bank in (ireat Britain or
{refand, orders, notes, or securities {or payment of money,
English or foreign, stamps, maps, writings, title deeds,
puintings, engravings, pictures, gold or silver plate or
plated arficles, glass, ching, silks in a manufactured or
unmanufaciured state, and whether wrought up or not
wroyght up with other materials, furs, or lace, or any of
them, coptained in any parcel or package which shall
have been delivered, either to be carried fur hire or to
accompany the person of any passenger in any mail or
stage coach or other public conveyance, when the value
of such article or articles or property aforesnid contained
in such parcel or package shall exceed the sum of ten
pounds, uniess at the time of the delivery thereof at the
office, warehouse, or Teceiving house of such mail con-
tructor, stage coach proprietor, or sther comamon carrier,
or to his, her, or their book-keeper, coachman, or other
- setvant, for the purpuse of being carried or of accom-
panying the person of any passenger as aforesaid, the
value and pature of such article or articles or property
shall have been declared by the person or persons sending.
or delivering the same, and such incressed charge as.
herein-after mentioned, or an engagement to pay the
same, be accepted by the person receiving such parcel
or package.

2. And be il further enacied, thai when any parcel or
package containing any of the articles above specified
shall be so delivered, and its value and contents declared
as aforesaid, and such value shall exceed the sum of ten
pounds, it shall be lawful for such mail contractors, stage
coach proprietors, and other common cauvriers to demand
and receive an increased rate of charge, to be notified by
some notice affixed in legivle charactersin some public
and conspieucns pert of the office, warehouse, or other-
receiving house where such parcels or packages are
received- by them for the purpose of conveyance, stating
the inereased rates of charge required to be paid over and
ahove the ordinary rite of carriage as 4 compensation for
the greater risk and sare to be taken for the safe convey -
anca of such valuable articles ; and all peraons sending or
delivering parcels or packages containing such valuable
articles as aforesaid at such office shall be hound by such
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notice, without further proof of the same having come
their knowledge.

3. Provided alwavs, and be i further enacted. that Carriersio
when the value shall have been so declared, and the ia- ;;‘i’;ti",:«r
crensed rate of charge paid, or an engagement to pay the increascd
same shall have been nccepted as herein-before men- HB4¥S.
tioned, the person receiving such increased rate of charge
or accepting such sgreement shall, if thereto required, 17 it of
sign a receipt for the package or parcel, acknowledgimg brve »oeain
the same to huve been insured, which receipt shall not be or afils
liable to any stamp duty; and if such receipt shall not Joo” 5
be given when required, or such notice as aforesaid shall not be en-
not have been affixed, the mail contractor, stage coach }Hedie
gmprietar, or other common carrier as aforesaid shall not tyjs Acc

ave or be entitled to any benefit or sdvantage nuder

this act, but shall be liab{a and responsible as at the
common law, and be liable to refund the inereased rate
of charge.

4. Provided always, and be ot encled. that from and Tnblic
aftcr the first doy of September nmo next enswing DO Naglastims
ablic notice or declaration heretofore mixde ar hereafter by eatriers

to be made shall be deemed or construed to limit or in 20810 lunit
anywise affect the liability at commou law of any such 1y, bus they
mail contractors, stage corch proprictors, or other public ]S.‘*%lllel‘gmﬂ;ﬁ
eommon earriers as aforesaid for or in respect of any 1?{,33“%,,1
articles or goods to be carried ‘and conveyed DLy them; which they
but that all and every such mail contractors, stage coach ?::‘t;'i’?.;m'
proprietors, and other common earriers as aforesaid shall chis 4ca
Jrom and after the smd first day of Sepiember be linble,
as at the common law, to answer for the [oss of any
injury to any articles and goods in respect whereof they
may not be entitled to the benefit of this act, any
publie notice or declaration by them made und given
contrary thereto, or in anywise limiting such lishility,
notwithstanding.

5. And be it further enacted, that for the purpeses of Bvery fice
this act every office, warehouse, or receiving house which gggl}nt%tlﬂ
shall be used or appointed by any mail contractor of yecawing
stage coach proprietor, or other such common earrier as house;
aforesaid for the receiving of parcels to be conveyed as
aforesaid, shall be deemed and taken to be the receiving
house, warehouse, or office of such mail contractor, stuge snd anyone
coach proprietor, or other common carrier; and that any S%“’e";rpf 7y
one or mote of such mail eontractors, stage coach pro- muvve

rietors, or common carrier shall be liuble to be sued by suel.
Eis, her, or their name ot names only; and that vo action 500 00%
.or suit commenced to recover damages for loss or injury non-joins
to any purcel, package, or person shall abute for the want
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Carriers, 1830, [1 Wil 4.

of joining any co-proprietor or co-partner in such mail,
stage coach, or other public conveyance by land for hire
as aforesaid,

6. Provided always, and be it further enacled, that
nothing in this act contained shall extend ar be construed
to annnl or in anywise affect any special contract between
such mail contractor, stage ceach proprietar, or common
carrier, and any other parties, for the conveyance of goods
wnd merchandises. :

7. Provided also, and be it further enacted, that where
any parcel or package shall have been delvered at any
such office, and the value and contents declared as afore-
said, and the inecreased rate of charges been paid, and
such parcels or packages shall have been lost or dawaged,
the party entitled to recover damages in respect of such
loss or damage shall slso be entitled to recover back such
incrensed charges o pald as sforesaid, iu addition to the
value of such parcel or package.

8. Provid also, and be it further enacted, that
nothing in this act shall be deemed to protect any mail
contractor, stuge coach proprietor, or other commeon
carrier for hire from liability to answer for loss or injury
to any goods or articles whatsoever arising from the felo-
nious acts of any coachman, guard, book-keeper, porter,
or other servant in his or their employ, nor to protect any
such coachman, guard, book-keeper, or other servant from
lisbility for any loss or injury cccasioned by his or their
own persoral neglect or miseonduct.

9. Provided also, and be it further enneted, that such
mail contractors, stage coach proprietors, or other common
carriers for hire shall not be concluded as to the value of
any such parcel or package by the value so declared as
aforesaid, but that he or they shall in all cases be entitled
to require, from the party suing in respect of any loss or
injury, proof of the actual value of the contents by the
ordinary legal evidence, and that the mail contracters,
stage coach proprietors, or other common carriers as
aforesaid shall be liable to such damages only as shail
be so proved as aforesaid, not exveeding the declared
value, together with the incremsed charges as before
mentioned,

10, And be it further enacted, that in all actions to be
brought against any such mail contractor, stage eoach

roprietor, or other common carrier as aforesuid, for the
i)ss of or injury to any goods delivered to be carried,
whether the value of such goods shall have been declared
or not, it shall be lawful for the defendant ot defendants
to pay money into court in the sume manner und with
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the wune effect us money may be paid into court in any
other action. .

11. And be it further enacted, that this acl shall be Public act.
deemed and taken lo be o public act, and shall be
Judicially taken notice of as such by all judges, justices,
and others, without being specially pleaded.

1 Vier. cap. 83,

An Act to compel Clerks of the Peace for Coun- {Amendsd
ties and ofher Persons to fake the Cuslody of such Vics. e, 57,

Documents as shall be divected to be deposited ia " "
with them under the Standing Orders of eithey 301
House of Parliament [17th July, 1837.]

WrEREAS the Houses of Parliament are in ihe habit of preamble.
requiring that, previons ta the introduetion of any bill
into Parlinment for making certain bridges, turnpike
toads, cuts, canals, Teservoirs, aqueducts, waterworks,
navigations, tunnels, archways, railways, piers, ports,
harbours, ferries, docks and other works, to be made
under the authority of Parliament, certain maps or pians
and sections, and books and writings, or extracts or copics
of or from certain maps, plans or sections, books and
writings, shall be deposited in the office of the clerk of the
peace for everycounty, riding or division in England orIre.
land, or in the office of the sheriff clerk of every county in
Scotiand, in which such work is proposed to be made, and
also with the parish clerk in every parish in England, the
schoolmaster of every parish of Scotland, or in royal
burghs with the town elerk, and the postmaster of the
post town inor ncarest to every parish in Ireland, in
which such work is intended to be made, and with other
persons ; and wheress it is expedient that such maps,
plans, sections, bovks, writings, and copies or extracts
of and from the same, should be received by the said
elerks of the peace, sheriff clerks, parish clerks, school-
masters, town clerks, postmasters and other persuns, and
should remain in their custody for the purpeses herein-
after mentioned—

1. Be it therefore enacled, by the Queen's most ex- Clerks of
cellont Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of L Lo
the Lords spivitual and temporal, and Commons, in his ceive the
present Puvlinment assembled, and by the authorily qfﬂgf;’;“;:’l'éi
the same, that whenever either of the houses of Parlin- yoned, ani
ment shall, by its standing orders, already made or retnin them

. for the pur-
hereafter to be made, require that any such maps, plans, ;o5
sections, huoks or writiugs, or extracts or copies of the rected by
sawe, or any of them, shall be deposited as sforesaid,

[[1] Bhort tule: ** The Parlinmentary Docnments Deposit Art, 1837,"
mee 5d & 56 Vicn e, 10,]



