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CHILWORTH,

ACCIDENT ON THE §
EASTBEN RAILWAY.

The unforiunate sucesasion of aceidsnts| wh
have ocourred this year om the Bouth
Ratlway received a furthet sddition :on ]
moruing, by & very serious smash which happer
near Chilworth Btation, and resulted in the }

SERIOUS o

of ona life and great damage to rolling stosk »
the parmanent way, Prom partisulars pless
on ks spot {t appears that & heavily | go-

trals, coneisting of 51 waggons drawn Byt -
sogines, left Badhill on Moniday night for |Rq
Ing in sharge of the engine driver and stoker { ¥
two guards, the two latter pylog tans, ¢
in the fors part of thrlrah:‘:Ed the other
the rear. Al] went well until the st
decline stretshing to Chilworth Btatiom -
reached,and here, just before the train commen |
the descent, & coupling seems to have beok
with the result that the tmin separa
into {wo parte. .On the front |
raaching the bottom. of the decline, whare |
wpeed was chackad by the engine brakes, 1f v|
avertaken by the Iaiter part of ths train wh'
dashed with terrific farce into the fow trucks s
the guard’s van which had remained atiachpd
the sngine. The impact was tremendons, and.
an [nstant some 30 trucks were. hurled ina oo
fused msss of shipeless t_rrmk:ca over the st
#ide of the embankment, which ai this poip*
vory high. Heary Hicks, of Reading, the gni'
in the front van, which was next to tha engi
was killed on the spot, bjs body being shoakin;!
mutilated, and the van was simply emasheg
splinters.  Hicks had only taken the fr
Lo replace: a fellow who was abae
Ths fender of the sscond engine 3
thrown from the rails, bat fortunately |
Incomobive itself kept to the mstals and W
driver and firsman ‘secaped unhart. As roon
the men in charge realisad what had occur
assistance was at opoe sent for and Mr. Sm
the stationmastsr at Chilworth, was soon
the t. Uotil daybreak littls conld ha d
and then an sxtraordinary scene met the v
the men. Thiriy or »o trucks lay £i!od 1
the bottom of the embankment to & height ||
above the lavel of tha line, and their contes
which [neluded bricks, barrels, pipes, sacks
eement, farniture, sad other goods, wers scatts
about in the greatest ponfusion. 'I'wo trucks
the top of the wreckage stood up on epd lean
against one another, and slmost uninjared, wi
others lay at tha bottom of the mle crushed &
‘broksn into countless fragments. Barrels |
rolled looss intothe meadow below, and & pair
wheels, released from the sxle boxes, had foi
their way to a point some hundred yards towa:
the brook. - Huge irou bars wers twisted ]
straws, and the rails wera bent and torn up
sbout 150 yards. Tha tola?upb connections w

nfterly demolished, two poles going down in
general wre and - the whole scens 1
ssnted & t romarkable appearar
It was fopnd that the Fmd ¥
missing, and affer soms tim;?eni o seacchi
bis lifeless body was discoversd by the brakesn

White lying of the embankment guite clear
the wreckage. | He had avidently been Inatan
killed, He wap s married man, and leave:
widow and family. _Amongst the splinters of

van was found|a copy of  Farget ms No
whidh the poor fellow seema ‘ta have had w
him at the moment of tha crash. The body »
at oneas taken to Chilworth Station to await

inquest, and " telegrams wers immediat
dupahiled for amistance.  Soona vary la
break-down gang from the Bricklayers' Ay

Station were on the apot, and the work of cle:
ing the up line, which, &8 well as the down li-
was blocked, wasat once commenced,” It waar
o’clook bafors this was mccomplished, and it
the trafio had to be worked on ona line, the da
road being utterly destroyed. Odut of the wrecl
train only about 168 or 20 trucks were found to
intact. The sscident occurred about thras-quart !
of a mils from Chilworth Station, near Postf:

crossing, Judging ffom the comfusion of -
wrsckage I.Ip train must Kava been travelling §:
whan ths accident took placs, and looking at-
langth sad steapnsss of’ the decline this see
most probable. The work of clearivg away

wreok was eaergetically procseded with. bu
was Tharsday aVening befors the down line v
restored, and some time must necessarilf ela
befare all the débris ean be removed. The po
offics wire from Guildford to (Gomshall, Shere.t
Albury was restored by about twelve o'cle
The engine driver states that he was gotaw:

that the train had brokem in two until
shock of the collision warned him o! whatl:
bappened. ' <

THE INQUEST,

Tha inquest on the body of the guard, He
Wicks, was openad on Thursday moruing, bet
Mr. G, F, Roumieu, at the Peroy Arms,
Joaeph ‘Cooks was shosen forsman of ths jo
Mr. Smith, the stationmaster, repressnted
Company, -

Joseph Frederick Wicks, cf Reading, son of -
daceased, said his father was 57 years of age, #
had besa in the employ of the Company for ak
30 years.

Henry FPorbes, driver of the second engine
the Wwrecked train, said the train consistad of

: 9 bruoks and 2 break vans, Tha b
I&h‘vﬂ% loaded, though thers wergsoms em)
trocks, he train, whinh lsft Redhil at 10

pm., taally ran from Redhill to Shal®rd wil
-ont stopping. On Moaday night they pas
through Gomshall station salely, and asfar as
: anderstood the drawbar of the track broks as t
! beain was going up Bhere Heath bank, He
:nokt motice anything wotil they wers going do
the Chilworih bank, whea he falt the rear porti
of ths fraia collide .with the fromt part. T
whock was very great, and knoscked him under |
cab, where be ‘struck bis head, renderiog b
‘insensible for & moment. Hs stopped the tr
.and senf ths first engioe to Chilworth to block 1
_tl:{.lino, as. he knew 2 bad accident had ocourn”
The tander of his engine left the line. T
guard's van cathe unhooksd from the enginss
:‘ho collision. T'[’ho hh.lnl.:du‘ not aa unusua
84YY ODA. he proper load for.a single enj:i
. was 33 troaks, wp.. g
i The Stationmastsr stated thal tha proper lo
for u single sugine aver tha Dorking to Shalfo
saction would ba 30 loaded trucks, For t
enziges {t would be three-fourths more, so th |
proper load for two engines would be 45 load
trucks. ' Three empty trucks countsd as o
loaded one, and-on the wrecksd train there we
15 amply trucks, so that the load'was under ¢ :
regulations, The spot where the fraw bar bra i
was quite two milas from where the aceiils
otearred, When the collision accurred the fro
of the train was going sbeut 10 miles a1 hour.
Tearga Whits, ‘brakssman, of Reading, w;
was cautioned by the Coroner as to his evidend:
said the dscasssd was actually in charge of ¢
t-ain. Witness was in the hind van, Bafi
they left Redhill Station witness saw that.t
train was properly hooked mp. Hs examin' |
sach coopling. Soms of the safety ehainy we |
hooked up, othérs wers hanging down. 1}
coupled ug all the anfety chains whera thers we
rorrrsponding chaius on the adjoining truc,
to hook them to. Whea they- left Redh
he was satisfled everything was all righ,
Witneas noticed nothing wrong until the col”
siou took placs. Tha train was going about 20
23 miles ‘an hour up Bhers Heath Bank.

stand what they meant. The ecollision to
placs three or four minotes after that. Wi
neas found the deceased Jying on the Znihey
ment, his body almost ae=-z.: oy the ear
ITa 'oaou]-d pot 77 whether the safety chain
WALZ, i the eventof s draw bae bmkfg- .
strong encugh to take the train up the Ban
The ordiuary draw bars wers snough to take [
train up the bank, and hé had never known o
hreak in metual uss. -

The inquiry was adjourned until Friday o
ak eleven o'clock.
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CHILWORTH.

ga¥aEp DequesT O THE GuaRD Wioks,—
l AtAtﬁQMjoumad inquiry, beld yesterday (F_nd.é)
st the Peray Arms, into the death of Mr. H.
“Wicks (goods guard), the evidencs of tlig night
inspector and examiner of carriages at. Radhill,
showed that all reasonable care bad been takem
thers, and that the train was by no mesns over-
lador,, Technical evidence showed the matarial
of the draw-bar and pin fixing it to beof the
truck which had csused the acei-
dent had been overhauled at the Ashford works
as recently as September Inat,.—The Coroner (Mr.
G. F. Roumien).pointed out that nc verdict buk
".ms;idsndﬂ death’ was possibla, and this the
jury found, with the recormmendation that some
means should be devisad for communuicating ba-
tween the guardsand driversof & goods train.—
The jury gave their fees to the widow, and it was
stated that the South Eastarn Railway Company
bad granted her m weekly pension of 10s. foe
life. .
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